^ 


Potential  Areas 


and 


Recommendations  For  The  Selection 


of 


Bayside  State  Park  And  Demonstration  Area 


Maryland  State  Planning  Commission 


August  1945 


LIBRARY-COLLEGE  PARK 


REPORT 


ON 


POTENTIAL  AREAS 


Al'ID 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  THE  SELECTION 


OF  A 


BAYSIDE  STATE  PARK  AND  DEfJONST.RATION  ARM 


Prepared  by 
Melvin  Er Scheldt,  Consultant 


MARYLAl\ID  STATE  PLANNING  COMvIISSION 
August  1945 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Lyrasis  IVIembers  and  Sloan  Foundation 


http://www.archive.org/details/reportonpotentia46sche 


Henry  P.  Irr,  Chairman 
Member  at  Large 


V/illiam  L,   Galvin 

State  Board  of  Public  Welfare 


Thomas  B.  Symons 
Biember  at  Large 


Robert  H.  Riley 

State  Department  of  Health- 


Ezra  B.  Whitman 

State  Roads  Gonraission 


I.  Alvin  Pasarew,  Director 


i^Cy^yL^CL^C^  . 


Publication  No.   46 

r»IARILAND  STATE  PLAl^iING  COMlHSSION 

Room  20  Latrobe  Hall 
Baltimore  18,  Maryland 


Avgvist   7,  194-5. 

wir.  Edwiii  Warfield,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Board  of  Natural  Resouirces 
State  Office  Building 
Annapolis  J  I'laryland. 

Dear  lir.   Wai'field: 

Complying  \7ith  your  request,  contained  in  your  letter  of  Jtmc  12, 
194.5  >  the  Comjiiission  undertook  the  study  of  potential  Bayside  park  areas  and 
the  rccoraraondation  of  a  desirable  site  on  Chesapealte  Bay  for  State  recreation- 
al aiid  domonstrational  purposes. 

The  report  prepared  by  the  Coranlssion  recoi;imends  for  your  considera- 
tion the  Lusby  site  in  Calvert  County, 

Contained  in  the  report  is  the  survey  material  and  analysis  of  the 
various  sites  considered. 

The  Commission  plans  to  complete  this  report  with  additional 
exliibit  material,  which  it  found  impossible  to  include  within  the  time 
limitation  set  by  the  Board  of  Natiiral  Resources  for  the  completion  of  the 
final  draft  of  the  report. 

This  report  covers  the  specific  assignment  requested  of  the  Com- 
mission. Hovraver,  Ixi   covering  the  s^^bject  matter  certain  other  aspects  of 
the  State's  overall  recreation  program  have  been  observed,  virhich  the  Com- 
mission believes  shou.ld  be  of  value  to  your  Board.  It  plans  to  transmit 
these  observations  to  you  in  a  separate  menorandi-im. 

The  Coimiiission  hopes  that  this  sui-^ey  Virill  prove  helpful  in  the 
final  determination  of  a  Bayside  Park,  long  needed  as  part  of  the  State's 
long-term  recreational  and  demons tr at ional  program. 

Very  truJLy  y-qurzi. 


/ 

'^  '  C^irman 

Maryland  iState  Planning  Coiiimission. 


August  7,  1945. 

Mr.   Henry  P.  Irr,  Chairman 

Maryland  State  Planning  Coninission 

Room  20  Latrobe  Kail  ' 

The  Johns  Hopkins  University 

BaltiTiore  18,   Ivlai--yland. 

Dear  Iilr.   Irr: 

Pursuant  to  your  request  of  June  15,  1945 ^  I  present  hore\7ith  a 
report  on  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  proposed  Bayside  State  Pc.rk. 

In  the  course  of  tho  study  nunerous  areas  \vere  considered,  nine 
of  which  were  subjected  to  field  examination  and  detailed  study.  Of  these 
nine  sites  only  two,  nanely,  Lusby  and  Druri  Point  sites,  both  in  Calvert 
County,  v/ero  found  to  possess  the  necessary  qualifications  and  at  the  sane 
tirae  v/ere  found  to  be  free  from  other  objections,  such  as  excess  acquisition 
and  development  cost  or  distance,  to  the  degree  ivarranting  consideration 
at  this  time.  A  more  detailed  examination  of  these  two  sites  indicates 
that  tho  Lusby  area,  lying  along  tho  Chesapeake  Bay  for  approximately  two 
railes  belov;  Long  Beach  raid  extending  westward  from  the  Bay  to  St.  Leonard 
Creek,  is  the  more  satisfactory  of  the  two. 

This  area  i\ilfills  within  the  real&i  of  practicability  every  re- 
quirement of  the  several  Departments  of  the  Board  of  Natural  Resources  \fhich 
are  interested  in,  or  will  participate  in,  the  operation  of  ihe   Park. 

It  contains  twenty-one  hijndred  acres,  eighteen  hundred  of  which 
are  v/ooded.  It  possesses  interesting  topographic  features,  and  a  splendid 
bathing  beach  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  The  St.  Leonard  Creek  side  of  the 
propert;/-  is  of  unusual  scenic  beauty  and  offers  splendid  opportunities  for 
the  development  of  cabin  colonies  and  ccjnping  areas. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  site  as  outlined  elsewhere  in  the  report 
may  be  acquired  for  approximately  $107,400,  and  it  is  recommended  that  this 
area  be  selected  for  the  ostablisliment  of  a  Bayside  State  Park. 


This  addition  to  the  current  State  park  system  should  help 
materially  in  rounding  out  the  State's  recreational  program.  In  the  course 
of  the  study  other  observations  regarding  this  program,  particularly  as  it 
relates  to  the  further  development  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay  area,  were  made. 
These  observations  are  being  made  available  to  you  in  a  separate  memorandum. 

In  presenting  this  report  I  desire  to  acknov/ledge  the  very  helpful 
guidance  and  counsel  of  Dr.  R.  V.  Truitt,  Director  of  the  Chesapeake  Bio- 
logical Laboratory,  and  Mr.   Joseph  F.  Kay lor,  Director,  Department  of 
State  Forests  and  Parks,  and  who  made  pobnible  the  valuable  services  of  his 
office,  including  those  of  Mr.  KerlE.  Pfciffor,  Assistaxit  State  Forester. 
tlr.  Pfciffor  accompanied  me  on  all  field  trips  and  his  splendid  cooperation 
and  assistance  vroro  of  gruat  benefit.  I  am  also  indebted  to  It-,   George  S. 
Mlos  and  Ivlr.  Norman  E.  Carr,  both  members  of  the  Board  of  Natural  Resources, 
viho   accompanied  me  on  trips  ii:i  St.  Mary's  £^jad  Aiine  Arundel  Coutities,  re- 
spectively, and  to  tfr.  ivlaxiricG  C.  Thompson,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  Adam  M.  Noll  of 
the  State  Roads  staff,  and  to  Captain  James  C.  Jones  of  the  Tidc¥/ater  Police, 

The  vio-itur  is  indebted  also  to  Ivir.  I.  Alvin  Pasarovv,  Director  of 
the  Maryland  State  Planning  Commission,  whose  invaluable  services  were 
readily  available  to  me  at  all  times. 

Lastly,  I  desire  to  thank  the  stenographic  staff  of  the  Maryland 
State  Planning  CoramisEion,  whoso  devotion  to  duty  made  the  rapid  preparation 
of  this  report  possible. 

Sincerely  yours, 

■?       icr-     "'-'  '' 

Melvin  E.  Scheldt,  Consultant, 
Maryland  State  Planning  Commission. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  LOCATION 
OF  A 
BAISIDE  STAIE  PARK  FOR  IvlARYIiJffi) 

A  study  of  the  "Maryland  Recreational  Areas-A  Report  on  Present 
Assets  and  Fut-ure  Needs  for  Nonurban  Public  Recreational  Areas ^"  prepared 
in  1940  by  the  Maryland  State  Planning  Commission,  indicated  that  one  of 
the  most  serious  deficiencies  in  recreational  facilities  in  the  State  vw.s 
the  lack  of  State-owned  beaches  in  the  Chesapealce  Baj'-  area.  Recognising 
this  deficiency,  the  Legislature,  in  194-5,  authorized  the  Board  of  Public 
Tiforks,  acting  upon  the  reconunendation  of  the  Board  of  Natiiral  Resources,  to 
acquire  real  property  adjacent  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  tributaries 
to  be  used  as  a  recreation  and  demonstration  area  for  the  social  and  economic 
betterment  of  the  people  of  the  Sta^be,  The  Board  of  Natural  Resources  was, 
in  turn,  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  conduct  the  investigations  and 
inquiries  nccessaxy  to  permit  it  to  make  such  recommendations. 

The  Board  of  Natural  Resources,  in  carrying  out  its  portion  of 
the  assignment,  requested  the  Maryland  State  Planning  Commission  to  assist 
it,  by  undertaking  an  objective  survey  of  the  shores  of  the  Bay  and  its 
estuaries  with  respect  to  their  suitability  for  recreation  and  demonstra- 
tion purposes  and  submitting  a  report  thereon.  The  following  report  is  a 
resiilt  of  this  request. 

GENERAL  REQUIREiyENTS  AND  LIMITATIONS 

In  authorizing  the  acquisition  of  a  park  and  demonstration  area, 

the  Logislatiire  stipulated  that  no  property  which  was  being  operated  as  a 

bathing  beach  or  beach  resort,  and  virhich  had  been  so  operated  for  two  years 

immediately  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Act,  shoiild  be  acqxiired  for  inclusion 

in  the  area, 
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In  requesting  the  Lferyland  State  Planning  Commission  to  undertake 
the  study,  thp  Board  of  Natural  Resources  established  the  follovifing  additional 
minimum  criteria: 

1.  The  Park  should  be  lijuited  to  shores  bounded  by 
salt  water, 

2.  Should  othorv/ise  (except  for  No.  l)  be  State-wide. 

3.  The  adjacent  waters  should  be  free  of  pollution 
and  excess  silt, 

4.  The  area  should  have  a  jninir/ium  of  thji'eo -quarters  of 
a  mile  of  \7a  tor  front, 

5.  Should  lie  within  one  hundred  Rjiles  of  the  population 
center  of  the  State, 

6.  The  najcinun  cost  of  acquisitic^i  should  be  $125,000. 

7.  If  other  considerations  j^-rmit,  the  preservation 
of  historiotil  tai^Ijnaj'ktJ  is  desirable. 

8.  Consideration  shou3.d  bo  given  to  road  developnont 
of  the  State  Roads  Gonmission  for  easy  access  to 
the  area. 

9.  The  developnont  of  the  area  should  lend  social 
and  economic  stability  to  the  local  coLimunity. 

10,   The  area  or  areas  should  ht^vo  tv/o  purposes— 

(a)  rccreatipn,  and 

(b)  demonstration  areas  for  conservation 
practices  as  related  to  all  departments 
of  the  Board  of  Natural  Resources. 

DEPARTrJENTAL  PI;  QUIRE  ffiNTS 

The  requirements  and  limitations  noted  above  are  general  considera- 
tions applicable  to  the  examination  of  the  Bay  area  as  a  v/hole.  In   addition, 
certain  specific  conditions  and  requirements  applicable  to  the  particular 
site  to  be  selected  vevc   set  forth  by  the  several  departments  having  an  in- 
terest in  the  actual  operation  of  the  park  vdien  once  it  is  established. 


-  3  - 


These  are  ?.s  folloviTs: 

Department  of  Forests  end   Parks — For  Park  Piirposes: 

1.  A  suitable  public  bathing  area  capable  of  handling  a 
daily  capacity  of  between  five  and  ten  thousand 
people.  For  this,  the  area  should  not  only  have  a 
beach  of  considerable  length  and  ample  width  composed 
of  clean  sand,  but  sufficient  accessible  areas  adjacent 
thereto  to  permit  the  construction  of  the  necessary 
bath  houses s  boating  facilities,  a  lunch  room  and  such 
other  facilities,  including  an  overnight  Inn^  herein- 
after discussed,  as  may  be  appropriate  for  establishraent 
in  that  portion  of  the  Park  which  is  dedicated  to  daily, 
itinerant,  overnight  and  other  short  term  visitors,  as 
disting-uished  from  the  areas  to  be  dedicated  to  campers 
and  cabin  occupants. 

2.  Suitable  sites  for  the  establishment  of  approximately 
one  hundred  cabins  to  be  located  in  groups  of  from  ten 
to  twenty  cabins  each. 

3.  Suitable  secondary  beaches  for  the  use  of  the  occupants 
of  those  cabins. 

4..   Sixitablo  location  for  the  establishment  of  an  Inn  or 
other  lodging  facilities  for  \i7cek-end  ;md  other  short 
term  and  itinerant  or  overnight  visitors,  the  Inn  to 
provide  facilities  for  meals  such  as  a  coffee  shop  or 
large  dining  room. 

5.  Protected  vmter  areas  for  the  use  of  small  boats  such 
as  rov;  boats  and  small  sail  boats. 

6.  A  suitable  harbor  for  itinerant  cruising  boats  and 
for  the  mooring  of  sxich  boats  as  ma^^  be  permitted 
to  operate  under  a  private  fishing  boat  concession. 

7.  Suitable  tent  camping  areas. 

S.   TopogTaphy  and  physical  features  combined  vfith  vegetal 
cover  of  such  a  nature  as  to  permit  the  opening  up  of 
hiking  trails  v.dth  vistas  at  various  vantage  points. 

9.   In  relation  to  No.  8,  the  possibility  of  establishing 
horse  ba.ck  riding  trails. 


Department  of  Forests  and  Parks — For  Forestry  Purposes: 

1.   At  least  five  hundred  acres  of  land  v/hich  could  be 
devoted  priinarily  to  forestry  demonstration. 
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The  typo  of  demonstration  to  be  hfLndled  v/as  indicated 
as  immaterial  inasmuch  as  a  demonstration  of  reforesta- 
tion on  abandoned  land  might  be  just  as  valuable  as  a 
demonstration  of  forest  management  on  an  area  v;hero  the 
timber  stand  had  reached  maturity.  Likcv/isoj  the  species 
and  types  of  trees  were  considered  to  be  relatively  im- 
material to  the  demonstration  purpose. 


Department  of  Research  and  Education. 

1.   A  suitable  area  where  actual  demonstrations  in  conserva- 
tion of  natui-al  resources  could  be  undertaken  and  \irhere 
extended  training  meetings  might  be  hold  from  time  to 
time.  For  this  pui-pose  it  is  contemplated  that  the  pro- 
posed State  Park,  if  suitably  located  ;5,-ith  respect  to 
the  natural  resources  involved  such  as  mariuio  life, 
forests,  and  game,  would  piovide  the  necoi'sary  facilities 
for  such  demonstrations  and  training  sessions.  It  v'as 
indicated  that  facilities  for  the  housrlr-.g  of  up  to  five 
hundred  people  for  tliree  to  four  day  meetings  vrere 
desired.  It  T;as  suggested  that  the  recreational  cottages 
and  other  facilities  contemplated  for  the  Park  v/ould, 
during  the  non-recreational  seasons,  provide  these  facilities. 


Chcsapealce  Biological  Laboratory. 

1.  Ample  room  for  expansion — 30  to  40  acres. 

2.  A  location  reasonably  near  the  State  centei"s  of  population 
(not  f^irther  av/ay  than  Solomons).  / 

3.  Harbor  satisfactory  for  power  boats  and  smaller  craft. 

4.  A  site  reasonably  free  of  pests,  especially  mosquitoes, 
and  v/kose  shores  are  not  subject  to  marked  erosion. 

5 1.   Access  to  an  iiTiproved  road,  preferably  near  bus  or  rail 
in  order  to  expedite  freight  and  passenger  service. 

6.   Preferably,  the  site  should  bo  contigious  to  or  a  part  of 
a  big  area  where  conservation  demonstration  may  be  fully 
developed. 

(a)  This  Department  \\,dll  do  research  for  all 
other  conservation  agencies,  using  the 
site  chosen. 

(b)  Conference  and  conservation  study  facilities 
shcu3.d  be  available  for  a  minimum  of  five 
hundred  persons  fjid,  preferably,  should  be 
developed  for  comiuon  use  by  all  of  the  Depart- 
ments, including  the  rccruational  aspect. 
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7.   Accessible  to  clean,  pure  salt  vrater.  SalinitiGs  should 
average  not  less  than  ten  parts  per  thousand  in  the  area 
chosen  if  satisfactory  inarilne  studies  are  to  be  carried  on 
by  the  Department.  This  v/ould  eliminate  any  site  above  the 
lilagothy  and  llatapeake  Rivers. 

Game  and  Inland  Fish  Conirlssion. 

1.   The  availability  of  suitable  abandoned  land  or  other 
scrubby  grov/th  to  permit  a  research  demonstration  and 
actual  encouragement  of  the  propagation  of  birds,  game 
and  animals.  Most  areas  along  the  Chesapeake  Bay  vrould 
probably  bo  suitable  for  this  purpose. 

These  several  specific  requirements  suggest  that  the  proposed 
Park  should  contain  an  area  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  acres,  of  v/hich 
at  least  half  should  be  forested, 

iffiSTHETIC  REQUIREffiNTS 

In  addition  to  the  various  conditions  cud  requirements  set  forth 
above,  it  was  also  doomed  appropriate  to  keep  in  mind  certain  conditions 
and  requirements  of  an  aesthetic  character  related  to  the  recreational  pro- 
gram. Since  it  appears  that  recreation  v/ill  be  the  principal  purpose  for 
which  the  Park  area  vail  be  acquired,  these  aesthetic  qualities  become 
important.  It  is  assumed  that  the  majority  of  people  virho  vovld   use  the 
areas  in  the  future  for  such  things  as  sT.dnming,  fishing,  car.iping,  hil-cing, 
nature  study,  or  perhaps  simply  for  rest  find  relaxation,  prefer  to  undertake 
these  activities  in  siirroundings  possessing  qualities  of  inspiring  nat^H•al 
beauty,  of  remoteness  or  the  impression  of  remoteness  and  of  unusual  or 
spectacular  physical  characteristics. 

In  this  connection  it  is  important  to  remember  also  that  many 
returning  war  veterans  will  probably  desire  to  undertake  such  activities 
as  these  ±n   sxorroundings  conducive  tc  mental  peace  and  freedom  from  v/orry 
and  turmoil,  as  a  means  of  rejuvenation  and  readjustment.  Close  attention 
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to  aesthetic  considerations  in  the  selection  of  the  Park  area  will  help 
to  assure  such  surroxmclings . 

The  qualities  and  characteristics  desired,  while  admittedly  in- 
tangible, are  considered  to  include  such  things  as  rolling  or  rugged  terrain, 
lakes  with  irregular  and  wooded  shores,  forests  and  groves  of  trees,  at 
least  soiTie  of  v/hich  are  mature,  through  virhich  trails  may  be  constructed, 
interestingly  irregiolar  shore  lines,  cliffs  and  other  physical  features; 
broad  open  stretches  of  grass  lands  and  water  areas,  preferably  surrounded 
by  irregular  outlines  of  trees  and  shrubs,  vistas  from  forested  heights, 
long  reaches  of  seemingly  remote  beach  embracing  panoramas  of  sand,  sky  and 
water,  suitable  for  strolling  and  exploration,  and  similar  features.  Just 
T/hat  constitutes  nat\iral  beauty  is,  of  course,  mostly,  a  matter  of  personal 
opinion,  and  no  tv/o  persons  vdll  ever  agree  completely  on  the  relative  merits 
of  the  several  types  of  scenery  described  in  any  given  instance.  Nevertheless 
the  existence  or  absence  of  such  features  as  these  was  constantly  kept  in 
mind  in  examining  the  vario\is  sites  proposed, 

FACTORS  LIMITING  SUIT/iBILITY  OF  BAY  SHCKE  AREAS  FOR  PARK  PURPOSES 

As  a  first  step  in  the  selection  of  a  site  which  vrould  meet  the 
requirements  previously  set  forth,  a  rovievf  of  the  general  characteristics 
of  the  entire  Bay  area  in  tlie  light  of  these  requirements  was  undertaken. 
By  this  means  it  was  possible  to  eliminate  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Bay  shore  from  further  consideration  before  actual  field  work  v/as  entered 
into.  The  results  of  this  preliminary  review  are  as  follows: 

EASTERN  SHORE 

Cecil  County 2 

Cecil  County  at  the  head  of  the  Bay  already  contains  the  Elk  Neck 
State  Park.  With  the  exception  of  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  Elk  Neck 


Park,  hereinafter  discussed,  there  is  no  reason  to  give  consideration  to 
the  ostablishmont  of  an  additional  park  area  in  this  County.  Besides,  a 
park  further  dovm  the  Bay  would  help  to  provide  a  more  diversified  recrea- 
tional service  to  the  people  of  the  State. 

Kent  County: 

The  entire  Bay  front  of  Kent  County  lies  beyond  the  one  hundred 
mile  limit  from  the  center  of  popiilation  which  T;as  established  by  the  Board 
as  one  of  the  criteria  for  the  selection  of  the  park.  This  is  true  ?;hethor 
the  distance  is  measm-ed  around  the  head  of  the  Bay  through  Elkton  or  by  v;ay 
of  the  Matapeake  Ferry.  In  the  latter  case,  however,  it  is  necessary  to 
evaluate  ferry  travel  time  in  terms  of  equivalent  miles  which  could  be 
travelled  vroro  the  ferry  trip  not  necessary.  It  is  assumed  that  thirty 
miles  could  be  travelled  on  an  average  during  the  time  required  to  malce  the 
ferry  journey  and  thirty  miles  is  therefore  added  to  any  distances  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  beyond  the  Matapeake  Ferry.  The  cost  of  thirty  miles  of  auto 
travel  is  also  Just  about  the  equivalent  of  the  cost  of  the  ferry  trip. 

Queen  i'mne's  County: 

The  Bay  front  of  this  County,  mostly  on  Kent  Island,  is  well 
vifithin  the  distance  limitations  and  is  otherwise  acceptable.  This  section 
was  therefore  included  for  further  study. 

Talbot  County: 

Suitable  Bayside  areas  in  Talbot  County  also  lie  beyond  the  one 
hundred  mile  limit  when  ferry  travel  time  is  measured  in  equivalent  road 
mileage.  Therefore,  no  consideration  was  given  to  this  area  either. 
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Dorchester  and  Lovrer  Eastern  Shore  Coimties: 

Those  sections  all  obviously  lie  beyond  the  one  hundred  mile  limit 
even  without  evaluating  the  ferry  time  in  terms  of  miles,  and  are,  therefore, 
excluded  from  further  consideration. 

TESTERi-I  SHORE 

Harford  County: 

Practically  the  entire  Bay  front  of  this  County  is  included  in 
the  Edgev/ood  Arsenal  and  Aberdeen  Proving  Grounds  of  the  Federal  Government. 
What  little  shore  front  remains  is  close  to  Havre  do  Grace,  partially  built 
up,  and  generally  unsuitablCi  HarJTord  County  \vas  therefore  eliminated. 

Baltimore  County: 

The  shore  front  from  Baltimore  City  to  North  Point  is  almost 
entirely  taken  up  v/ith  industrial  developments  or  svimmor  cottage  colonies, 
and  is  subject  to  pollution.  From  North  Point  to  Middle  River,  Including 
Back  River,  numerous  resorts  and  summer  cottage  developments  plus  possible 
pollution  from  sewage  disposal  plants  excludes  consideration.  The  Middle 
River  area  is  excluded  because  of  the  presence  of  the  Martin  Aircraft 
Factory  and  adjacent  conjestcd  development.  Baltimore  County  is  thus 
eliminated. 

Anno  Arundel,  Calvert  and  St.  Mary's  Counties: 

Those  Counties  all  fall  within  the  distance  limitations  and  all 
contain  areas  v/hich  satisfy  at  least  some  of  the  other  conditions.  They 
are,  therefore,  all  iiricluded  for  further  consideration, 

Charles  County: 

Charles  County  has  been  excluded  because  it  lies  too  far  up  the 
Potomac  River;  it  is  considered  that  siltation  and  other  qualities  of  water 
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and  shore  front  found  along  most  of  this  section  of  the  Potomac  River  v;culd 
not  neot  the  conditions  called  for  by  the  Board,  although  this  section 
should  imquostionably  be  given  consideration  in  the  future  if  additional 
park  developments  arc  contemplated. 

This  preliminary  oxanination  results  in  the  conclusion  that  the 
Cecil,  Aime   Arundel,  Calvert,  St.  Mary's  and  Queon  Amic's  County  shore 
fronts  contain  sections  n^.Titing  further  study.   Detailed  examination  of 
the  entire  shoi-e  i'ront  in  each  of  these  counties  was,  of  course,  not 
possible  within  the  tine  limitation  established  for  the  study,  but  oxanina- 
tion of  maps  and  discussion  v;ith  officials  and  individuals  who  xvore  familiar 
with  the  areas  in  question  has  provided  what  is  believed  to  be  a  thoroughly 
sound  basis  for  selecting  ai-eas  for  more  intensive  investigation.  There 
nay  be  other  areas  which  the  Board  nay  later  v.-ish  to  consider,  but  v:o  be- 
lieve the  ai'eas  h^jroafter  presented  are  the  best.  These  areas  arc  as 
follows  s 

CECIL  COIMTYs 

Elk  Neck 

MNE  ARUIIDEL  COL~NTI; 

Sandy  Point-Hackott  Point  Area 
Annapolis  Roads  Club  Property 
Rhodes  Rivor-Wcst  River  Peninsula 

GALl'ERT  COb-NTY; 

Lusby  iirea 
Drun  Point  Area 

ST.   -WJIY'S  COUKTI; 

Sandgates  Property 
Point  Lookout 
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QUF,EN  A1^^^IE•S  GOUI\ITY': 

Kent  Island. 

The  respective  characteristics,  merits  and  shortcomings  of  these 
several  sites  are  set  forth  in  detail  in  the  appendices,  A  comparative  re- 
view of  these  sites  for  piirposes  of  site  selection  foHovra: 

COlVlPMISQN  OF  PROPOSED  PiiRK  SITES 

All  of  the  nine  sites  just  enumerated  possess  some  of  the  de- 
sirable features  required.  Nevertheless,  when  reviev/od  in  the  light  of 
all  of  the  considerations  sot  forth,  it  is  possible  quickly  to  reduce  the 
field  of  selection.  For  purposes  of  elimination,  the  characteristics  of 
each  site  are  revievrod  below  in  relation  to  the  requirements  established, 

ELK  NECK: 

The  Elk  Neck  site  probably  contains  more  desirable  features  than 
any  of  the  other  sites  visited.  There  is  already  a  State  Park  in  existence 
on  that  peninsula,  hovrover,  and  the  problem  therefore,  becomes  one  of 
enlargement  of  existing  facilities  rather  than  of  establishing  a  new  park. 
Lands  adjacent  to  the  present  park  are  now   for  sale  and  the  desirability  of 
takjjig  prompt  advantage  of  this  fact  to  round  out  the  park  program  is  dis- 
cussed elsewhere.  For  the  pvirposes  for  which  this  stujjy  is  undertaken, 
hoiTOver,  the  Elk  Neck  site  is  eliminated  from  further  consideration.  This 
decision  is  also  based  on  the  belief  that  facilities  should  be  provided 
closer  to  those  centers  of  population  south  of  Baltimore,  if  possible. 
For  these  people  a  park  somei/here  in  the  lov/er  Bay  is  closer  than  is  Elk 
Neck.  Furthermore,  the  characteristics  of  the  available  areas  in  the  lower 
Bay  differ  materially  from  those  found  at  Elk  Neck,  and  the  establishment 
of  ncv/  park  facilities  at  some  one  of  these  other  sites  ^vovild  therefore 
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make  possible  a  greater  variety  in  the  total  park  facilities  of  the  State. 
Finally  it  must  bo  kept  in  mind  that  the  Elk  Neck  site  is  on  fresh  water 
at  the  head  of  the  Bay  and  vrould  not  be  suitable  for  the  location  of  the 
Biological  Laboratory,  nor  would  it  strictly  fulfill  the  condition  set  forth 
by  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources,  that  the  park  be  established  on 
salt  water. 

SANT)Y  POINT -HACKETT  POINT  AEEA: 

This  firea  also  fulfills  most  of  the  conditions  and  requirements 
previously  recited.  At  Sandy  Point  is  foijnd  one  of  the  finest  beaches  on 
the  Bay.  The  area,  as  a  whole,  while  not  rugged,  has  svifficient  vcjr-iation 
in  topography  to  be  interesting  and  contains  at  least  one  thousand  acres. 
It  presents  highly  interesting  shore  lines  ajid  protected  water  areas,  suit- 
able for  cottage  colonies,  and  othcn/ise  would  fulfill  most  of  the  require- 
ments for  recreational  purposes.  It  also  has  the  added  advants^e  of  lying 
nearer  to  centers  of  population  v/hile  at  the  same  time  presents  qualities 
of  remoteness  due  to  the  peculiarities  of  its  location  than  does  any  of 
the  other  sites. 

This  entire  site  was  until  recently  ovmed  by  one  individual,  but 
is  now  divided  between  his  two  sons.  It  is  an  extremely  expensive  parcel 
of  property.  Not  only  does  it  include  expensive  buildings,  but  it  is 
reported  that  the  ovmers  expended  considerable  sums  on  the  acquisition  of 
some  of  the  properties  vdiich  arc  included  in  order  to  round  out  the  area. 
Some  of  the  shore  line  of  the  property  is  eroding  rapidly  and  the  owners 
are  expending,  and  have  in  the  past  expended,  large  sums  for  shore  protec- 
tion v/orks.  It  is  a  v;ull  managed,  producing  farm  and  dairy,  and  its  virith- 
drawal  from  agricultui'e  would  be  undesirable.  Its  purchase  for  public 
recreational  purposes  would  not  add  to  the  economic  stability  of  the  region 
and  there  probably  would  be  a  serious  reduction  ±n   income  to  the  county 
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from  loss  of  taxes.  Whether  or  not  the  iaicome  which  the  coimty  would 
receive  from  the  operation  of  the  area  for  recreational  piirposes  ?;ould 
compensate  for  such  loss  is  highly  questionable.  This  area  is  therefore 
eliminated  from  further  consideration. 

AiWAPOLIS  ROADS  CLUB: 

While  the  properties  of  the  Annapolis  Roads  Club  lie  close  to 
the  centers  of  population  and  while  a  minimum  of  a  thousand  acres  of  land 
suitable  for  park  purposes  could  be  assembled,  there  are  other  serious 
drawbacks  which  automatically  eliminate  this  area  from  further  considera- 
tion. In  the  first  place,  there  is  less  than  tlxree -quarters  of  a  mile  of 
suitable  shore.  There  are  expensive  residences  already  constructed  on 
the  area  vihich  would  probably  raise  the  cost  considerably,  and  in  addition, 
the  property  is  so  situated  vdth  respect  to  the  environs  of  the  Annapolis 
Metropolittai  Area  as  to  make  it  highly  likely  that  the  shore  front  areas 
involved  v/ould  be  expensive  to  acquire.  There  is  also  a  serious  problem 
of  potential  pollution  along  the  beach  due  to  the  presence  of  Annapolis, 
Eastport  aiid  the  Naval  Academy  and  other  built  up  areas  and  to  the  possibility 
of  the  breakdovTiTi  cf  the  sev;age  treatment  facilities  of  the  so  communities. 
The  area  by  no  means  presents  the  attractive  physical  characteristics  v/hich 
are  found  in  some  of  the  other  areas  and  it  is  so  close  to  established 
communities  and  summer  colonies  that  it  is  believed  these  would  be  a  drav/- 
back  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  area.  The  principal  dra?fbacks  are  the 
probable  high  cost,  the  limited  shore  line,  the  possibility  of  pollution 
and  the  proximity  to  populated  areas, 

7ffiST  RIVER  AND  RHODES  RIVER  JENINSULAs 

This  site  also  fulfills  most  of  the  requirements  and  in  addition 
is  far  enough  doivn  the  Bay  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Biological 
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Laboratory,  which  is  not  the  case  with  the  three  areas  previously  discussed. 
It  does  not  provide  as  satisfactory  a  beach  as  the  other  areas,  however. 
In  addition,  a  well  patronized  and  v/cll  established  privately  owned  bathing 
beach  of  considerable  size  is  located  immediately  across  the  mouth  of  the 
Rhodes  River  from  this  property  and  serious  objections  would  undoubtedly 
be  raised  by  the  owners  thereof  should  the  State  establish  a  park  with 
public  bathing  facilities  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Furthermore,  the  area 
is  oiiTned  by  several  branches  of  a  family  long  established  on  this  land. 
One  of  the  manor  houses  was  constructed  in  1690.  These  owners  love  and 
revere  their  property  to  such  a  degree  that  there  is  probably  not  sufficient 
money  in  existence  to  induce  then  volimtarily  to  sell.  It  is  therefore 
highly  likely  that  acquisition  \Tould  be  a  matter  of  condemnation  axid  in 
this  case  the  property  ivould  unqiiestionably  be  expensive,  as  it  is  located 
in  an  area  where  shore  front  property  is  at  a  premivun.  Condemnation  v;ou3.d 
also  be  undesirable  as  a  flatter  of  public  policy.  The  land  is  actively 
farmed  and  is  in  good  condition.  It  is  qtiestionable  whether  the  establish- 
ment of  a  park  on  this  site  \?ould  benefit  the  area  economically.  Ultimately 
it  might  bo  desirable  to  think  of  acquiring  this  property  by  bequest  or 
over  a  long  period  of  time  when  and  if  it  should  be  placed  on  the  market, 
but  for  the  purposes  of  this  study  the  area  is  eliminated. 

SANDGA.TES  PROPERTY: 

This  area  does  not  satisfy  the  requirement  and  conditions  es- 
tablished to  the  degree  that  the  other  sites  heretofore  discussed  have 
fulfilled  them.  There  is  no  adequate  beach  suitable  for  large  scale  public 
use  on  the  property  and  acquisition  of  a  suitable  beach  would  require  the 
purchase  of  adjacent  properties  nov;  oraied  by  pei'sons  v/ho  might  prove 
recalcitrant.  In  addition,  there  is  no  good  harbor  or  protected  i/ater 
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area.  Iii  fact,  except  for  the  single  straight  shore  front  on  the  Patuxont 
side  of  the  property  eoid  a  small  lagoon  at  the  north  end,  there  are  no 
water  areas  on  the  property.  Its  physical  feattires  and  forest  cover,  ivhilo 
adequivte,  are  no  bettor  than  those  offered  by  other  sites  T7liich  also  fulfill 
more  fully  the  other  conditions.  Finally,  this  area  is  situated  some  fifteen 
miles  upstream  from  the  mouth  of  the  PatvDcent  Rivor,  where  the  establish- 
ment on  a  permanent  basis  of  the  Naval  Air  Station  and  the  Naval  Mine 
Experiment  Station  suggests  the  possibility  of  the  closing  or  at  least 
the  restriction  of  the  river  to  public  use.  This  would  seriously  affect 
the  full  use  of  this  site,  not  only  for  recreational  purposes  but  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Biological  Laboratory  and  the  other  departments.  The 
property  is  now  for  sale  and  could  unquestionabDy  be  acquired  at  a  price 
well  v;ithin  the  liiaits  ostr.biishod  by  the  Board,  but  is,  at  lea,st  for  the 
time  bejjig,  eliminated  for  the  reasons  sot  forth. 

POINT  LOOKOUT: 

This  area,  located  at  the  extreme  southern  tip  of  Maryland  on 
the  Western  Shore,  tmqucstionably  offers  in  splendid  measure  most  of  the 
requirements  an.d  characteristics  called  for.  To  be  sure  the  character  of 
its  physical  features  is  vastly  different  from  those  found  at  most  of  the 
other  sites  f'orthor  up  the  Bay  since  the  area  is  quite  fliit  cjid  with  little 
elevation  above  sea  level.  Ciuriously,  however,  it  is  not  featureless  as 
it  contains  a  considerable  area  of  lakes  v/hich  due  to  their  interestingly 
irregular  outlir.c  and  forested  shores  plus  the  fact  that  they  are  deep 
enough  for  the  use  of  a  large  fleet  of  small  boats,  malces  them  an  added 
attraction.  There  is,  in  addition,  an  inspiring  aspect  of  sand,  sky  and 
water  and  the  strong  impression  of  rnmotencss  which  are  to  be  fovind  at 
Point  Lookout  proper  and  all  along  the  tvro  and  a  half  mile  SY/cep  of  the 
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splendid  beach  which  curves  around  Cornfield  Harbor  from  Point  Lookout 
to  Cornfield  Point  on  the  Potomac  River, 

There  are  a  number  of  private  properties  on  the  area  v/hich  v/ould 
have  to  be  acquired,  including  sixteen  cottages  and  a  hotel,  Alloiving 
$4-, 000  each  for  the  cottages  would  involve  an  expenditijre  of  $64,000. 
The  hotel,  while  unused  for  some  years,  would  no  doubt  require  an  additional 
$5,000  to  $10,000  at  the  very  least  to  acquirej  perhaps  much  more.  ViOaether 
or  not  the  remaining  properties  to  the  extent  necessary  to  include  all  of 
the  Cornfield  Harbor  beach  and  the  lakes  could  be  acquired  for  the  remaining 
$50,000  to  $60,000,  is  somewrhat  questionable  although  an  expcnditiorc  of 
$50,000  to  $60,000  scens  rather  high  for  the  general  character  of  the  land 
involved.  If  it  should  be  found  possible  to  acquire  sufficient  acreage  at 
Point  Lookout  to  provide  an  attractive  park  within  the  price  limits  set 
up,  such  a  possibility  is  certainly  v:orth  considering. 

The  one  serious  drawback  to  the  further  consideration  of  this 
area  at  this  tine  is  its  distance  from  the  centers  of  population.  It  lies 
over  one  hundred  miles  from  any  of  the  more  popiilace  centers  of  popula- 
tion of  the  State,  lying  at  its  nearest  point  104  miles  from  the  approximate 
center  of  Washington  Metropolitan  Area  of  Iforyland.  Also,  there  would 
probably  be  a  serious  mosquito  problem  to  face,  due  to  the  marshes  which 
cover  part  of  the  area.  Under  the  conditions  established  by  the  Board,  it 
must  be  clirainated  from  consideration  for  the  present.  As  will  be  set 
forth  hereafter  however,  it  is  strongly  recommended  to  the  Board  for  serious 
consideration  in  connection  with  future  developments  along  the  Bay  as  it 
does  have  splendid  possibilities  in  spite  of  the  objections  pointed  out 
and  its  uniqueness  with  respect  to  the  entire  land  areas  of  the  State 
strongly  recommends  it. 
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KENT  ISIMD: 

Kent  Island  possesses  some  of  the  reqiilreraents  set  forth,  is  v;ith- 
in  reasonable  travel  distance  from  centers  of  population,  is  on  salt  v^ater, 
has  adequate  harbor  rjreas  and  protected  water  areas  and  has  some  forested 
cover  although  this  is  limited.  Unlike  most  of  the  other  areas  considered, 
hov/ever,  it  is  flat  and  comparatively  featureless.  There  are  numerous 
lakes  and  enclosed  tidal  lagoons  but  most  of  these  are  marshy,  shallov;  and 
unattractive.  There  is  no  suitable  beach  for  large  public  groups  anyivhore 
along  its  shore  lines  unless  it  be  on  the  northern  side  of  the  island, 
which  v;as  elimijiated  from  further  consideration  for  other  reasons  as  set 
forth  in  the  detailed  appendix.  There  is  a  serious  erosion  problem  at 
Kent  Point  and  along  much  of  the  Bay  shore.  This  site  is  therefore  elimina- 
ted from  fvirther  consideration  as  it  offers  no  advantage  over  other  areas 
considered,  and  has  inoro  disadvantages  than  some.  In  addition,  there 
has  been  raised  the  question  of  availability.  A  large  part  of  the  land 
which  YiTOiild  have  to  be  acquired  is  OTmed  by  an  individual  vrho  is  reported 
to  have  acquired  this  property  for  purposes  of  fund  storage  and  in  order 
to  establish  a  trust  for  his  docendajats.  It  is  indicated  that  he  v/ould  be 
difficult  to  deal  with.  Some  consideration  might  be  given  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  small  park  adjacent  to  the  Matapeake  Ferry  Terminus  on  land 
already  ovmed  by  the  State,  This  is  discussed  in  another  raeraorandimi, 
othervri.se  no  further  consideration  is  here  given  to  Kent  Island. 

The  olL-nination  of  the  seven  sites  reviewed  above  leaves  only  the 
Lusby  and  Drum  Point  sites  in  Calvert  County.  These  sites  both  possess  in 
splendid  measure  most  of  the  characteristics  and  qualities  required  for  a 
satisfactory  State  Park,  Both  have  some  objectionable  features.  The  choice 
between  them  is  not  easy.  Following  a  discussion  of  the  relative  merits  of 
the  tvro  sites  with  the  Bayside  State  Park  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Natural 
Resources,  further  field  v/ork  v/as  undortaicen  in  order  to  develop  in  more 
detail  the  relative  possibilities  of  the  two  areas  as  a  basis  for  final 


♦^ 


-  18  - 


DETAILED  COhiPARISON  OF  DRUM  POINT  AND  LUSBY  SITES 

DRUiw  POINT: 

The  Driun  Point  property,  within  the  proposed  taking  lines  shown  on 
the  attached  niap,  will  provide  lacst  of  the  facilities  contemplated.  It 
embraces  an  area  of  approximately  2^700  acres.  It  is  about  85  miles  from 
the  centers  of  population  of  the  State.  It  extends  from  Drum  Point  north- 
ward to  Little  Cove  Point,  and  from  the  Bay  front  westvmrd  to  Mill  Creek. 
It  includes  three  and  one-half  miles  of  Bay  front,  seven-eighths  of  a  mile 
facing  on  the  Patuxent  River  and  appro7.im&tely  one  and  one-fourth  miles  along 
the  tidewater  reaches  of  Mill  Creek.  Approximately  500  acres  of  the  south 
end  adjacent  to  Droiii  Point  is  comparatively  flat,  although  lying  from  twenty 
to  forty  feet  above  sea  level.  About  150  acres  of  this  lower  portion  is 
cleared  land  in  excellent  condition.  Although  at  present  abandoned  for 
agriculture,  this  land  has  not  yet  become  grown  over  v/ith  brush  and  is  still 
suitable  for  cultivation.  Northward  from  Drum  Point,  the  topography  rapidly 
becomes  irregulalr  and  broken  up  by  numerous  small  rivers,  streams,  and  dry 
ravines  and  is  typical  of  the  topography  of  the  ¥/hole  Calvert  Cliff  section. 
The  plateau  like  tops  betxveen  ravines  are  level  and  in  several  instances  are 
cultivated.  Within  the  area  proposed  for  taking,  the  only  land  actually 
under  cultivation  today  is  on  the  Marshall  Property  at  the  north  end  of  the 
area,  where  approximately  100  acres  are  being  farmed.  The  remainder  of  the 
2,700  acres  is  woodland  of  mixed  variety  and  varying  ages.  In  several  sections; 
particularly  along  the  Rusby  Hall  Road  and  in  the  area  between  Little  Fresh 
Creek  and  Drum  Point  Pond,  there  are  several  fine  groves  of  loblolly  pine 
with  fairly  open  forest  floors  which  would  offer  splendid  opportunities  for 
woodland  trails,  for  camping  and  for  other  kindred  uses. 

Along  the  Bay  front  from  Drum  Point  northward,  there  arc  three 
fairly  large  ponds;  namely.  Drum  Point  Pond,  Little  Fresh  Creek,  and  Fresh 
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Creek.  The  latter  is  particularly  lovely,  mth  rugg.d  and  irregular  shore 
lines  covered  vdth  liardwood  forest.  The  pond  contains  a  number  of  fresh 
water  fish,  and  in  spots  is  covered  vvith  v^attir  lilies.  Between  this  pond 
and  the  Bay  lies  a  high  ridge  of  land  'which  might  offer  interesting  possibili- 
ties for  the  location  of  cottages  and  perhaps  a  public  inn. 

Other  knolls  around  this  pond  v\'ould  also  provide  locations  for 
cottages.  The  pond  itself  ^vould  provide  opportunities  for  canoeing  and 
similar  water  sports,  although  it  would  probably  not  be  suitable  for  fresh 
water  sv;imraing. 

At  Drum  Point,  there  is  a  splendid  beach  extending  for  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  along  the  Bay  front  and  three  eighths  of  a  mile  along  the  Patuxent 
River  side.  This  beach  is  broad  and  the  sand  is  of  splendid  quality.  There 
are  adequate  shade  tre^s  in   the  rear  to  provide  spots  for  picnic  tables  and 
other  public  facilities.  The  lighthouse  at  Drum  Point  is  the  only  obstruction. 

Further  northward  along  the  Bay  front,  approxLi'iately  two  miles  above 
Drum  Point,  is  another  bi^ach  approxiraa^tely  five-eighths  of  a  mile  long  yjhich, 
vfhile  not  as  wide  as  the  one  at  Drum  Point,  could  nevertheless  be  developed 
as  a  secondary  beach  area  if  net-ded  in  the  future. 

Cottages  could  be  located  along  portions  of  the  Patuxent  River  side, 
upon  some  of  the  i-cnolls  and  levels  adjacent  to  Fresh  Cr^^ek  and  the  other 
ponds,  and  along  the  shores  of  Mill  Creek.  The  latter,  which  would  probably 
be  the  principle  section  devoted  to  cottage  colonies,  does  not  provide  as 
attractive  a  location  for  cottages  as  is  found  on  the  Lusby  Site.  Mill  Creek 
at  this  point  is  fairly  shallow,  muddy,  and  Vidth  pine  covered  shores  that  are 
either  quite  steep  or  inclined  to  be  marshy.  It  is  comparatively  unattractive 
for  bathing  from  the  cottages  and  for  small  boating.  The  shores  are  also 
marred  in  spots  by  the  proximity  of  the  Rusby  Hall  Road  mid  the  nearness  of 
a  shipyard  and  the  Solomons  Harbor. 

Adequate  facilities  for  the  relocation  of  the  Chesapeake  Biological 
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Laboratories  may  be  foujid  along  the  south  shore  approximately  one  and  one- 
fourth  miles  east  of  the  present  location  of  the  L?.-;boratory.  At  this  point, 
there  is  adequate  level  ground,  approximately  fifteen  feet  above  sea  level, 
with  imiiiediatu  accessibility  to  the  water  front  and  suitable  harbor  possibili- 
ties. 

The  entire  Bay  front  and  south  shore  of  the  property  is  well  venti- 
lated by  the  prevailing  summt;r  winds  v.-hich  alternate  between  southwest  in  the 
morning  hours  and  the  southeast  in  the  afternoon.  The  area  on  Mill  Cre^k  is 
not  so  well  ventilated,  being  rather  landlocked  and  enclosed  by  thick  pine 
forests. 

Public  harbor  facilities  could  be  developed  adjacent  to  Drum  Point 
on  the  Patuxent  Rivt^r  side,  or  perhaps  by  dredging  an  inlet  into  Little 
Fresh  Creek  or  Drura  Point  Pond.  In  either  case,  some  sort  of  breakwater  or 
jetty  system  might  be  required.  Of  the  two,  docking  facilities  at  Drum 
Point  would  probably  be  more  satisfactory,  as  it  is  more  accessible  and  already 
protected  by  the  offshore  shoals  or  "middle  ground"  adjacent  thereto. 

The  area  is  served  quite  adequately  by   a  hard  surfaced  road  r^onning 
along  almost  the  entire  west  side  of  the  property  cdjacent  to  Mill  Creek.  Sec- 
ondary roads  to  the  Bay  front  v>fould  have  to  be  developed  as  all  roads  inside 
of  the  property  are  today  in  extremely  poor  condition,  jaost  of  them  being 
impassable.  Most  of  the  Bay  front  lies  ripprox.iiriately  one  mile  to  the  east 
of  the  hard  surfaced  road,  and  is  at  present  inaccessible  except  on  foot. 
The  area  has  two  undesirable  aspects  which  are  serious. 

1.  The  proxiniity  of  the  Cedar  Point  Airbase  detracts  visually 
from  the  enjoyment  of  the  area,  and  rlso  creates  a  dis- 
turbing nuisance  because  of  the  nujnerous  airplanes 
operating  from  this  base  which  are  constantly  practicing 
over  the  area  throughout  the  day  and  often  during  the 
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night.  The  noise  from  these  plr.nes  v.'ould  be  a  serious 
determent  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  property  on  the  part 
of  many  persons. 
2.  The  proptrty  does  not  lend  itself  as  readily  to  a  desirable 
layout  of  the  various  facilities  contemplated  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Forests  and  Parks  as  does  the  Lusny  Site.  This  is 
particularly  true  with  respect  to  the  proposed  cottage 
developments,  for  which  it  offers  a  less  attractive  location 
than  does  the  Lusby  Site. 

EVALUATION  OF  THE  DRlTi'I  POINT  PROPERTY 

In  order  to  arrive  at  an  estimate  of  the  probable  worth  of  the 
area,  the  follovdng  prices,  which  are  believed  to  be  liberal  allowances,  have 
been  assumed: 

1.  The  main  beach  front  and  accessible  bay  shore  front  area: 
Considering  that  this  area  is  more  remote  from  centers  of 
population  than  the  Lusby  area  and  that  portions  of  it  face 
the  Cedar  Point  Airbase,  a  value  of  lii''500  per  shore  front 
acre,  approximately  200  feet  deep,  has  beun  assumed. 

2.  Land  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  shore  front  acreage: 
4250  per  acre. 

3.  Bay  front  property  along  cliffs  and  other  relatively  in- 
accessible areas:   fl50  per  shore  front  acre,  200  feet 
deepi, 

U,     Mill  Creek  water  front  property:  This  is  not  as  beautiful 
as  the  St.  Leonard  Creek  area  but  is  more  accessible  to 
centers  of  habitation.  A  value  of  $250  per  shore  front 
acre  is  allowed. 

5.  Farm  land  (including  open  fields  at  Drarn  Point  not  now 
cultivated  but  still  suitable  for  cultivation):   §100  per 
acre. 

6.  Forest  land:  An  average  of  |15  per  acre  is  assumed. 
On  the  basis  of  these  prices,  the  following  evaluation  is  made: 

1.  Beach  front  property:   AO  acres,  |20,000. 

2.  Land  adjacent  to  beach  front:   35  acres,  f8,750. 

3.  Mill  Creek  shore  front  from  Leason  Cove  to  Brown  Creek: 
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/,0   acres,  §10,000. 
i,.     Cliff  front  property:   70  acres,  ^10,500. 

5.  Farm  land:   235  acres,  £23^500. 

6.  Woodland:   2,260  acres,  $33^900. 
Total  valuation:   4106,650 

The  individual  property  holdings  included  vdthin  the  proposed  taking 
lines  are  as  folloivs: 

1.  Drum  Point  Property:  Approximately  1,500  acres  out  of  a 
total  of  2,300  acres. 

2.  Sharretts:  30  acres. 

3.  Kip,  Gray  and  Parran:   100  acres. 
/,..  Joy:  48  acres 

5.  Cameron:  170  acres. 

6.  Marshall:  Acreage  unknown. 

7.  Polk:  Acreage  unknown. 


-  2U- 


PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  DRUM  POINT 


Typical  View  of  Calvert  Cliffs 


Close-up  of  beach  and  Calvert  Cliffs  at  low  tide  -  near 
Marshall  Property  looking  toward  Cove  Point 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  DRUM  POINT  (cont'd) 


View  fran  Marshall  Farm  toward  Chesapeake  Bajr 


View  from  top  of  Drum  Point  Manor  House 
across  surrounding  abandoned  fields 
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PHOTOGSRAPHS  OF  DRUM  POINT  (cont'd) 


Lake  near  Drum  Point 


Inland  along  old  road 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  DRUM  POINT  (cont'd) 


View  of  Woodland  below  Marshall  House 


View  of  wooded  shores  -  Fresh  Creek 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  DRUM  POINT  (cont'd) 


Water  Lilies  -  Fresh  Creek 
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LUSBY  SITE: 

VJithin  the  proposed  taking  lines,  the  Lusby  Site  includes  2,100 
acres,  bordered  on  the  south  by  Johns  Greek,  on  the  west  by  St.  Leonard 
Creek,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  It  lies  about  75  miles  from 
the  metropolitan  areas  of  the  State.  The  property  extends  for  approxjiaately 
two  railes  along  the  Bay  front  and  one  and  one-fourth  miles  along  St.  Leonard 
Creek,  and  averages  approximately  two  miles  in  vsfidth  from  the  Bay  front  to 
St.  Leonard  Creek.  At  the  northern  end  of  the  property  on  the  Bayside,  there 
is  a  splendid  beach  adjacent  to  Flag  Pond,   approximately  one  mile  long, 
with  a  sandy  spit  reaching  out  about  one  quarter  mile  into  the  Bay  to  form 
a  long  curving  shore  line.  The  rest  of  the  Bay  front  is  typical  of  the 
Calvert  Cliffs,  and  contains  the  usual  strata  of  fossil  shells  in  profusion. 
Approximately  one  and  one-half  miles  below  the  Flag  Fond  Point,  there  is  a 
second,  smaller  beach  at  a  point  where  a  ravine  cuts  through  the  cliffs.  A 
splendid  grove  of  trees  in  the  level  bottom  of  tiiis  ravine,  where  picnic 
facilities  could  be  constructed  makes  this  spot  suitable  for  development  of 
a  secondary  beach  area  in  the  future  if  needed. 

The  Lusby  area  consists  airaost  entirely  of  rolling  and  irregular 
terrain  similar  to  the  northern  half  of  the  Di-'uni  Point  site.  Between  ravines 
the  flat  plateau  like  tops  provide  the  only  arable  land.  There  are  approximately 
300  acres  of  cultivated  land  in  the  area,  100  acres  of  which  lie  on  the  Bancroft 
property  to  the  -.vest  of  the  public  road,  and  the  rema.inder  on  the  Goldstein 
property  on  the  east.  The  wooded  areas  are  typical,  being  composed  of  mixed 
types  and  ages.  Some  areas  have  been  recently  lumbered  off.  Others  consist 
of  young  pine,  and  still  others  of  fairly  mature  hardwood. 

At  Flag  Pond,  the  beach  provides  a  splendid  opportionity  for 
development  of  public  bathing  facilities,  since  the  beach  borders  a  low  flat 
well-wooded  shelf  which  is  over  one-fourth  mile  wide  at  Flag  Pond.   The  beach 
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gradua.lly  narrovifs  to  the  south  until  it  joins  the  cliffs  p.pproxjjnately  one-half 
mile  belovj  the  sandy  point  at  Flag  Pond . .  The  point  of  land  creates  a  satis- 
factory harbor  for  equipment  against  all  but  southeastern  storms,  and  iivould 
provide  a  satisfactory  harbor  for  the  use  of  the  proposed  park  facilities. 
It  would  be  necessary,  however,  either  to  build  up  some  sort  of  breakwater 
to  provide  cojiiplete  protection,  or  to  dredge:  an  inlet  into  one  of  the  small 
ponds  as  an  alternative.  These  ponds  are  quite  small  in  comparison  with  Drum 
Point  Pond  or  Fresh  Greek,  and  would  have  to  be  enlarged  to  be  very  useful. 
The  expense  of  maintaining  the  opening  into  the  pond  might  v/arrant  the  construc- 
tion of  the  breakwater  instead.  It  should  also  be  kept  in  mind  that  the 
fluctuation  in  tide  makes  entrance  into  such  ponds  difficult  at  times,  due 
to  strong  currents , 

If  it  is  ultimately  decided  that  the  Chesapeake  Biological  Laboratory 
be  moved  to  the  grounds  of  the  new  park,  a  location  which  might  be  acceptable 
may  be  found  at  the  south  end  of  the  main  beach,  Vvhere  a  fairly  level  piece 
of  ground  lies  just  above  the  beach,  approxiiTiately  sixty-five  feet  above  water 
level.  Hoy>rever,  this  would  mean  that  the  Laboratory  vjould  be  about  one-half 
mile  from  a  suitable  harbor.  There  is  no  other  location  on  the  property  any 
more  suitable  for  the  laboratory.  It  is  suggested  that  if  the  Lusby  Site 
is  chosen  for  the  Park,  a  bett'-r  solution  v.'ould  be  to  purchase  forty  or 
fifty  acres  of  the  Drum  Point  property  on  the  Fatuxent  River  side  as  a  site 
for  the  Laboratory.  This  location  is  much  better  suited  to  the  operations 
of  the  Laboratory,  and  it  would  still  be  close  enough  to  the  Park  area  to  be 
usefully  accessible,  being  only  ten  miles  dista.nt. 

The  section  along  St.  Leonard  Creek  and  Johns  Creek  provides  by  far 
the  loveliest  sites  for  cottage  developments  observed  on  any  of  the  areas 
studied,  with  the  exception  of  Elk  Neck.  The  creek  is  reasonably  deep  and  from 
■a<;tual  observation  seems  to  remain  clear  even  after  heavy  rains.  The  shore 
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line,  vjhile  covered  with  a  typical  low  marsh  grass,  is  sandy  and  clean.  It 
is  interestingly  indented  by  small  coves  and  inluts  and  while  of  rugged  topo- 
graphy is  not  too  steep  or  high  above  the  vrater  for  suitable  cottage  develop- 
ments. The  river  bottom  is  hard  and  sandy  and  sv\rimming  could  be  indulged  in 
by  cottage  holders  directly  in  front  of  each  cottage*  The  viev/s  along  this 
creek  are  splendid.  On  the  opposite  or  west  shore,  there  are  already  a  ni^aber 
of  private  cottages  of  the  quality  and  type  which  v/ould  be  in  keeping  v^iith 
the  proposed  park  development,  and  it  is  assumed  that  such  development  vjill 
continue. 

The  State  road  to  Solomons  Island  passes  south  through  the  center 
of  the  property,  giving  equal  access  to  St»  Loonrrd  Creek  to  the  west,  or 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  east.   Secondary  roads  s.lready  exist  which  serve 
both  shore  fronts.  Th'^se  roads  are  in  poor  condition  but  are  still  passable. 
One  problem  which  has  been  raised  regarding  the  State  road,  however,  is  the 
large  amount  of  through  traffic  on  the-  road  which  might  create  some  difficulty 
in  controlling  visitors  to  the  park  propt-r. 

One  important  factor  in  favor  of  this  site,  which  is  directly  related 
to  the  problem  of  policy,  and  tactics  to  be  pursued  in  acquiring  the  property 
is  that  the  Bancroft  property,  consisting  of  666  acres  lying  along  Johns 
Creek  and  St.  Leonard  Creek  is  now  actively  for  sale.  If  advantage  could  be 
taken  of  this  situation,  the  property  v/ould  provide  n  nucleous  arouiid  which 
to  build  the  remainder  of  the  Park.  This  property  is  now  in  first  class 
condition  with  a  splendid  modern  dwelling  house  and  good  farm  equipment  and 
buildings.  The  cultivated  area  Involved  is  approximately  100  acres.  It  is 
reported  that  the  ovraer  will  accept  about  |l-.42,000. 

To  the  east  of  the  State  road  there  are  about  a  half  dozen  small 
farm  houses,  some  of  which  lie  on  the  Goldstein  property  which,  together 
with  approxirnptely  200  acres  of  land  now  under  cultivation  would  have  to  be 
included  in  the  property  to  be  taken.  This  farm  land  is  apparently  of  much 
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poorer  qup.lity  than  that  found  at  Drum  Point  or  on  the  Bancroft  property, 
and  crops  did  not  look  too  prosperous. 

Several  objections  have  been  raised  v. ith  respect  to  this  property 
which  must  be  evaluated.  These  are: 

1.  The  Bay  shore  front  lies  in  a  northwest  -  southeast  dir- 
ection, and  is  therefore  effectively  blocked  off  by  the 
cliffs  and  forest  from  the  prevailing  sumjTier  winds  of  this 
area.  It  is  only  at  the  point  at  Flag  Pond,  which  projects 
one  quarter  mile  into  the  Bay,  that  these  breezes  would 
normally  be  felt  during  the  day.  This  is  not  true,  however, 
of  the  St.  Leonard  Creek  area  where  the  prevailing  breezes 
blow  directly  up  the  creek  during  most  of  the  day. 

2.  It  has  also  been  rumored  that  some  of  the  comiT.ercial 
fishermen  of  the  Bay  have  petitioned  the  Federal  Goverament 
to  establish  a  breakwater  at  the  Flag  Pond  Point  as  this  is 
the  only  haven  of  refuge  from  storms  along  the  entire 
Calvert  Cliff  area  from  Cove  Point  to  Herring  Bay.   Since 
the  fishermen  presently  occupying  this  point  of  land  are 
not  residents  of  the  area  but  only  rent  the  propert^y,  some 
question  might  be  raised  as  to  vmy  the  brealcvirater  or  other 
suitable  harbor  could  not  as  readily  be  established  at 
Cove  Point  anly  srx  iTiiles  south.  On   the  other  hand,  there 
appears  to  be  little  reason  for  objecting  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  breaki'-rater  at  Flag  Pond  Point  as  a  haven  of  refuge, 
provided  it  were  not  used  as  a  permanent  harbor  by  commercial 
fishermen  once  the  State  had  acquired  ownership  of  the  shore 
front  pi'operty. 

3.  It  has  been  rumored  that  the  Long  B'-ach  owners  propose  to 
extend  and  develop  their  cottage  colony  southward  to  include 
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tlie  Flag  Pond  area,  and  are  proposing  to  dredge  an  entrance 
to  one  of  the  ponds  as  a  small  boat  harbor.  This  ma.y  raise 
a  serious  problem  Yvdth  respect  to  aco^uisition  by  the  State, 
It  has  not  been  possible  to  ascertain  locally  \Mhat  the  at- 
titude of  the  present  ovmers,  v^'ith  the  exception  of  Mr. 
B=Jicroft,  would  be  with  respect  to  acquisition  of  these 
properties  by  thu  State. 

EVALUATION  OF  THE  LUSBY  SITE: 

For  purposes  of  evaluation,  the  f  ollov;ing  prices  have  been  assumed. 

1.  G;:'Od  beach  front  property:   Further  north  on   the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  particularly  at  Elk  Nuck,  such  property  is  reported  to 
be  worth  4IOOO  per  acre,  for  private  development.  Since  the 
Lusby  Site  is  seventy-fivo  miles  from  centers  of  population, 
it  v/as  assumed  that  it  would  not  be  worth  quite  so  much  to 
individual  cottage  owners.  Therefore,  :;750  per  shore  front 
acre,  200  feet  deep,  is  assumed. 

2.  For  the  next  acre  back  from  the  shore  front:   ^300. 

3.  Other  cliff  property  on  the  Bay  front  000  per  front  acre. 
It.     Shore  front  property  on  St .  Leonard  Creek:  ^'^AOO  per  front 

acre. 

5.  Farm  land:   ^^100  per  acre. 

6.  Forest  land:  Average  i^5   p&r  acre. 

These  prices  are  all  believed  to  be  more  than  ample. 

On  the  basis  of  these  prices,  the  Lusby  Site  is  valued  as  follows: 

1.  Good  beach  front  property:  2J+   acres,  $18,000. 

2.  Land  adjacent  to  beach  front:   20  acres,  |6,000. 

3.  Bay  front  cliffs:   30  acres,  -li^^OOO. 

A.  St.  Leonard  Creek  shore  front:   25  acres,  $10,000. 
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5.  Farm  land:   3OO  acres,  130,000. 

6.  Forest  land:   1,700  acres,  |25,500. 

7.  AlloKance  for  exceptional  building  values  on  Bancroft 
property:   415,000. 

Total:   .!;|,113,500. 

This  evaluation  includes  the  Bancroft  property  which  at  the  prices 
established  is  valued  at  $^8,100.  It  is  reported,  hov;ever,  that  this  property 
may  be  purchased  for  $42,000,  which  brings  the  total  evaluation  for  the 
property  under  question  down  to  $107,^00. 

On  the  Bay  side,  from  North  Beach  south,  a  list  of  the  property 
owners  is  as  folloviis: 

Rockhill,  2h0   acresj  La'xra  Dowell,  65  acres;  Bayside  Realty  Company, 
acreage  unknovm;  Thomas  Parran,  acreage  unknown;  J.  Godfrey  Long,  198  acres; 
Clyde  Fowler,  157  acres;  Goldstein,  acreage  unknown. 

On  the  St.  Leonard  Creek  side,  from  Johns  Creek  north: 

Bancroft,  666  acres;  several  small  ovmers,  acreage  unknown;  and  J. 
Godfrey  Long. 
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PHOTOCmAPHS  OF  LUSBY  SITE 


View  toward  south  from  Bancroft 
Home  Site  showing  St.  Leonard  Creek 


View  looking  west  from  Bancroft 
Home  Site  across  St,  Leonard  Creek 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  LUSBY  SITE  (cont'd) 


Sto  Leonard  Greek  from  wharf  on 
Bancroft  Property 


Looking  toward  Bay  from 
Goldstein  Farm 


1 
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PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  LUSBY  SITE  (cont'd) 


Typical  ravine  through  cliffs 
showing  access  to  beach 


*••»«>«;->. 


View  of  beach  toward  south  from 
point  north  of  Goldstein  Property 
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SUIvliARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

The  foregoing  coraparative  review  of  all  of  the  proposed  sites  has 
shown  thp.t,  were  cost  no  consideration,  the  Sandy  Point  site  is  by  far  the 
best  all  around  location  for  the  proposed  Park,  particularly  because  of  its 
proxijiiity  to  Baltimore.  If  distance  was  not  an  Lnportant  factor,  the  Point 
Lookout  site  has  special  and  unusual  features  which  strongly  recommend  it, 
and  livhich  merit  the  suggestion  that  at  some  future  date  this  area  should 
in  any  case  be  included  in  the  State  Park  System.  In  the  face  of  the 
conditions  imposed,  however,  it  has  been  shown  that  the  Lusby  and  Drum.  Point 
sites  in  Calvert  County  are  the  only  ones  which  warranted  further  consideration 
at  this  tl-Tie. 

The  detailed  recitation  of  the  characteristics,  merits  and  demerits 
of  the  Dram  Point  and  Lusby  sites  shows  that  both  sites  woidd,  in  general, 
satisfy  the  requirements  for  a  Bayside  State  Park  and  Demonstration  Area. 
Both  have  splendid  beaches,  more  than  adequate  land  areas,  mostly  forested 
and  possessing  interesting  topographic  features,  both  nave  developable  harbors, 
protected  water  areas  for  small  boats  and  more  than  adequate  frontage  on  the 
Bay.  Other  requirements,  such  as  ILiiitetions  on  probable  cost,  distance  from 
centers  of  population  and  Service  by  State  roads  are  fully  met. 

In  the  case  of  tiie  Drum  Point  site,  the  principle  objections  are 
that  it  does  not  possess  a  very  satisfactory  location  for  cottage  colonies, 
is  exposed  to  the  visual  presence  of  the  Cedar  Point  Air  Base  and  the  noise 
of  numerous  airplanes  constantly  practicing  over  the  area,  and  its  beach  is 
obstructed  by  the  lighthouse  at  Driun  Point.  These  objections  are  all  serious 
detractions  from  the  full  recreational  enjoyment  of  the  area. 

In  the  case  of  the  Lusby  site,  the  principle  objections  are  of  a 
much  less  tangible  nature.  The  Bay  shore  front  is  obstructed  from  the 
prevailing  winds.  The  Laboratory  site  is  not  as  satisfactory  and  is  not  on 
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the  harbor.  A  threrit  of  encroachment  by  a  coJimierci.-il  fishermen's  hp.rbor 
exists,  and  there  jiiay  be  serious  objections  to  acquisition  of  part  of  the 
property  on  the  north  due  to  plsns  of  present  ov»ners  to  extend  Long  Beach 
southward. 

On  the  other  tend,  the  Lusby  site  is  ten  miles  closer  to  popitLation 
centers.  The  area  proposed  for  cottage  development  on  St.  Leonard  Creek  is 
on  one  of  the  loveliest  tidal  estuaries  in  the  whole  Chesrpcake  Day  area,  and 
this  portion  of  the  property  is  now  for  sale.  Vvith  respect  to  possible  future 
expansion  of  the  area  selected,  the  Drum  Point  site  cannot  be  enlarged  to  any 
useful  recreationfil  advantage  due  to  the  character  and  l.ocntion  of  adjacent 
property,  v/hereas  the  Lusby  site  can  be  enLarged  on  the  St.  Leonard  Creek 
side  by  taking  in,  at  noaiinal  cost,  the  Breedin  property  to  the  south.  This 
is  another  splendid  piece  of  property,  containing  at  least  five  or  six 
hundred  acres  and  is  undeveloped  except  for  the  honiu  farm  site  of  the  owners. 
It  would  provide  aiany  additional  sites  for  cottages  for  caraping  and  for 
siiiiilar  uses. 

The  inescapable  conclusion  is  reached  that  the  Lusby  site  off<.-rs 
the  better  location  and  atiuosphere  for  the  laajority  of  uses  conteaiplated. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  for  selectio!i  and  iiiK-nediate  acquisition. 

The  Lusby  site  is  estimated  to  bv;  v/orth  |107,i!|.00.  There  is  some 
question  regardjjag  th^..  attitude  of  the  o^mers  of  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
property  toward  acquisition  by  the  State.  In  making  the  field  inve3tiga.tlons, 
it  vjas  not  deemed  politic  to  enter  into  inquiries  concerning  this  phase  of 
the  problem  at  this  time  or  through  the  offices  of  this  CoJisultant,  as  it  w'B.z 
believed  tliat  such  inquiries  would  be  untimely  and  LTimature  and  v/oiold  only 
complicate  the  problem.  The  reported  t&ne  of  local  sentiment  suggests, 
however,  that  condemnation  p>roceedings  arv;  to  be  avoided  at  all  costs.  It  is 
therefore  suggested  that  following  clearance  with  the  County  Conimissioners 
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as  called  for  in  the  legislative  enactment,  the  next  step  is  for  the  State 
to  employ  a  qualified  agent  of  experivunce,  preferably  one  -/.ho  is  a  resident 
of  or  familiar  v/ith  the  County,  to  undertake  further  inquii-ies  and  to  enter 
into  negotiations  v.'ith  the  present  owners  ydthout  disclosing  the  ultimate 
ownership  or  objectives  for  vjhich  the  property  is  to  be  used,  in  an  effort 
to  acquire  the  properties  at  reasonable  prices. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  economic  effect  upon  the  county  and  the 
county  goverament,  it  appears  that  selection  of  either  site  vjill  result  in 
payrfients  to  Calvert  Goioi'ity  from  operating  revenues  of  an  ajuount  in  excess  of 
that  at  present  collected  in  the  form  of  taxes.  It  is  suggested,  hov^ever, 
that  when  the  proposal  is  taken  up  in  detail  uith  the  County  Com-dssioners, 
a  more  precise  estimate  bo  presented  concerning  the  probable  income  and  other 
benefits  to  the  co'irity  xvhich  V'/ill  accrue  from  thv^  establishment  of  the  State 
Park. 

In  the  course  of  this  investigation,  vi/hich  had  as  its  objective 
the  selection  of  a  specific  site  for  n  Bayside  Park  and  Demonstration  Area, 
it  v>,as  inevitable  that  information  and  observation  should  be  encountered 
\vhich  have  a  bearing  upon  the  over-all  park  and  recreational  program  of  the 
State,  especially  as  it  relates  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  as  a  whole.  These 
observations  have  not  be-^n  included  in  this  report,  as  it  ivas  believed  that 
they  viould  becloud  and  complicate  the  imraediate  issue  to  no  useful  purpose. 
They  are  being  made  available,  however,  in  the  form  of  a  separate  memorandum. 
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INVESTIGATION  AI^  REPORT  ON  LOCATION  OF  PROPOSED  BAYSIDf:  PARK 
Meraoranda  Report  on  Field  Trip 
Elk  Neck  State  Park  -  June  15,  19A5 

Elk  Neck,  in  Cecil  County  at  the  head  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  is 
a  peninsula  between  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Elk  River.  It  is  approxi- 
mately twelve  miles  long,  extending  generally  in  a  southwestern  direction 
from  the  State  road  at  North  East  and  Elkton,  and  varying  in  width  frora 
ap-proximately  six  miles  at  its  base  at  North  East  to  about  one  half  mile 
at  its  ter.riinus  at  Turkey  Point.  In  general,  its  terrain  is  ro.lling  and 
hilly,  in  fact,  aL^iost  aountainous  along  its  west'c^rn  face.  Tvi'o-thirds 
of  the  area  is  forested.  The  remaining  areas  are  devoted  to  general 
farming  or  pasture,  or  arc-  cleared  fields  novif  abandoned  for  farming 
purposes. 

The  area  borders  the  Chosni^eake  Bay  and  the  North  East  River  on 
the  west,  r„nd  the  Elk  River  on  the  east.  A  State  Forest  of  3>762  acres 
is  already  in  existance  betv,'een  Elkton  and  North  East.  The  Elk  Neck 
State  Park  is  located  about  halfway  between  Turkey  Point  at  the  southern 
end  of  tlie  peninsulr  and  the  village  of  Elk  Neck.  This  area  contains 
688  acres  and  extends  entirely  across  the  Neck.  Another  area  of  307 
acres,  vviiich  is  near  the  village  of  Elk  Neck,  is  now  included  in  the  State 
Park.  This  is  the  sitt  of  a  former  CCC  Camp.  The  entire  peninsula  is 
serviced  by  a  single  ro"d  which  is  hard  surfaced  from  North  East  to  Elk 
Neck  and  is  grcvel  surfaced  from  there  to  Turkey  Point.  There  are  other 
S'iCondary  gravel  roads  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  peninsula.  The 
single  gravel  highway  extends  down  the  middle  of  thu  Neck  as  far  as  the 
State  Park,  from  which  point  it  runs  along  the  edge  of  the  cliffs  on  the 
west  side  of  tho  Neck. 

Tht  soil  of  tht;  entire  rugion  is  sandy  and  drains  readily,  altnougi 
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there  are  strata  of  clay  underlying  various  parts  of  the  area  which  are 
reported  to  cause  slipping  of  the  banks  along  the  western  shore  folloisfing  ver\ 
wet  periods.  The  existing  road  is  i-'eported  to  be  usable  all  year  because 
of  its  well  drained  character.  On  occasion,  the  gravel  clay  surface  breaks 
through,  YiovievcT,   and  cars  become  bo,;',ged  in  the  sandy  subsoil.  The  road 
is  narrow  and  would  reqijire  widening  for  genei-al  public  use. 

The  peninsula  is  highest  along  the  northivest  face,  that  is, 
along  the  North  East  River  and  Chesapeake  Bay.  Here  it  rises  precipitously 
in  sojfie  places  to  as  much  as  three  hundred  feet  above  the  water.  It  drops 
off  gradually  from  there  approxLaately  to  the  water's  surface  on  the  Elk 
River  side,  although  along  most  of  the  Elk  River  there  is  a  low  bluff  varying 
from  ten  to  twenty  ftet  in  height.  There  has  been  some  erosion  due  to 
vvave  action,  and  land  slides  have  occurrtd  due  to  seepage  of  ground  i^'ater. 
The  erosion  is  not  serious  nor  pro;;rossing  rapidly  however,  except  at  the 
very  tip  of  the  peninsula  at  Turkey  Point,  where  it  is  reported  that  several 
acres  ox  land  have  been  washed  away  in  the  last  fifty  years.  On  other 
exposed  points  on  the  Elk  River  side  some  erosion  is  apparent,  and  at  one 
place  it  was  observed  that  approxiinately  seven  or  eight  feet  of  the  bank  had 
been  lost  in  a  period  of  twenty-two  years. 

In  general,  it  i.iay  be  said,  that  erosion  is  not  serious  in  this 
area  as  most  of  the  steep  bluffs  are  partially  clothed  in  vegetation  with 
some  trees  of  substantial  size. 

The  western  side  of  the  peninsula  presents  the  general  appearance 
of  a  long  steep  b.luff,  irregular  in  outline  and  aLnost  mountainous  in 
appearance,  but  at  no  point  does  the  bluff  extend  for  more  than  one-quarter 
to  o.ne-half  mile  "j.ithout  being  broken  by  a  ravine  or  drav'/  whj.ch  permits 
ready  access  to  the  beach.  On  this  same  side  the  slioreline  is  either  straight 
or  curves  in  long  sweeping  arcs  with  a  little  shelter  for  sjtic'II  boats.  On 
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thfc-  Elk  River  side,  the  shore  front  is  frequently  indented  v^'ith  small 
l?.,fjoons  rnd  coves,  r^nd  tlie  lo?j  bliiffs  ?re  broken  by  sv<ajnps  DXid   Vv'ater 
courses.  Hov/ever,  elniost  all  the  Elk  River  side  is  readily  accessible  to 
the  water  as  the  bluffs  are  very  low,  coiuparatively  open,  and  present  no 
difficulties.  The  whole  aspect  of  the  Elk  River  side  is  that  of  gently 
rolling,  aellow  and  in  some  places  lush  landscape,  varying  from  open 
farm  lands  to  heavy  timbered  areas. 

The  Elk  River  shore  is  sandy  in  most  parts  as  compared  with  the 
gravelly  nature  of  the  west  side,  but  is  narrow  ;-nd  often  shaded  by  ovci"- 
hanging  trees,  vchereas  the  western  side  has  a  broader  beach.  Over  the 
entire  area,  there  is  a  great  variety''  of  scenery  ranging  from  the  spectacular 
and  in  places  moiintainous  ?nd  heavily  woodt^d  cliffs  on  the  western  side, 
to  the  gently  rolling,  pastoral  and  indented  shores  of  the  Elk  River  side. 
The  existing  gravel  highway  for  much  of  the  distance  below  the  State  Park 
r'uns  along  the  edge  of  the  cliffs,  and  presents  vistas  of  a  quality  quite 
comparable  in  one  or  two  spots  with  those  which  might  be  found  along  the 
French  Riveria  or  along  the  California  coast.  The  entire  peninsula  is 
unique  in  its  scenic  aspects  as  far  as  the  Chesapeake  Bay  area  is  concerned. 
The  existing  State  Park  already  provides  a  small  cottage  colony  and  a 
public  beach  area,  but  full  development  has  been  restricted  by  the  late 
war.  One  more  feature  should  be  m.entioned.  The  property  is  so  located  virith 
its  axis  extending  in  a  northeast  -  southwest  direction  that  it  is  well 
Vontil^-ted  during  the  summer.  At  all 'times  during  the  raorning  hours  the 
southwest  breezes  blow  along  and  into  the  western  shores,  and  in  the  after- 
noon the  modified  daily  sea  breeze,  which  shifts  the  direction  of  the 
prevailing  wind  to  slightly  east  of  south,  blows  into  the  shore,  of  thie  Slk 
Rivi^r  side,  cooling  the  cottage  colonies  during  the  heat  of  the  day. 

The  water  of  the  Bay  and  river  at  tiiis  point  is  entirely  fresh 
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end   it  was  observed  that  cattle  cpjiie  down  to  the  rivur's  edge  to  drink. 
It  is  reported  that  there  are  no  sea  nettles  ut  i\ny   tiiiie  during  the  ye?r. 
An  intercstlnp  feature  is  the  heavy  ac.ritirae  traffic  passing  up  ■.■•nd  dovm 
tha  Elk  River  on  its  xvay  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal.  This  tr-'iffic 
affords  an  additional  item  of  intertrst  to  jaany  people  and  does  not  appear 
to  be  detrKnental  in  any  '-vay  to  r.ny   other  uses  for  which  this  property  might 
be  developed. 

Thi;  obJK.ctive  of  this  field  trip  \vas  to  determine  the  feasibility 
and  the  advisability  of  acquiring  rdditional  property  adjacent  to  the 
existing-  State  Park  in  order  to  mtet  th'..:  proposal  of  the  State  Lerislature 
to  establish  a  Baysid>.-.  State  ParK  of  not  less  than  1,000  acres. 

Investigation  revealed  that  there  exist  six  parcels  of  land^ 
two  north  of  the  present  State  Park,  and  four  south  of  the  Park,  extending 
all  the  way  to  the  Turkev  Point  Lighthouse,  wliich  total  approxL-iyately  1,500 
acres,  and  that  three  of  these  parcels  are  noa  for  sale.  These  parcels  are 
described  as  follovi's: 

1,  JARDELLA  PROPERTY.  This  property  lies  northeast  of  the  State 
Park  vdth  a  frontage  on  the  Elk  River  at  Timber  Point,  of  approximately  three- 
quarters  of  a  laile.  There  is  a  usable  lane  from  the  backbone  highway  all 
the  way  to  the  Point.  Houses  aaid  farm  property  are  in  good  condition.  The 
parcel  contains  approximately  250  acres,  of  whj.ch  approxL;:iately  90  acres  are 
cleared.  The  cleared  portion  is  used  for  general  farming.  The  shore  front 
consists  of  a  gravel  and  sand  beach,  with  a  low  bluff  of  perhaps  ten  to 
fiftetji  feet  and  a  pleasant  outlook  over  tiie  ijlk  River.  It  would  be  highly 
suitable  for  cabins  and  sLiailar  park  use.  The  remainder  of  the  property  is 
roiling  and  pleasing  in  appearance,  with  good  tLaber  on  par-t  of  the  land. 
It  is  reported  that  lAr,   Jardt^lla  is  asking  v35jOOO  for  this  property,  but 
it  is  believed  that  it  could  be  acquired  for  approxiiru'itely  ^i25jOOO  to 
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|30jOOO,  which  seems  to  be  ?  fair  valuation.  This  valuation  is  based  upon 
an  allowance  of  approxinaat uly  |1,000  per  acre  for  the  shore  front  acres; 
|100  an  acre  for  cleared  farm  land;  |60  per  acre  for  tiiTibsr  land  v.'ith  a 
raerchsntable  stand,  and  SllO  per  acre  for  cutover  or  scrub  tL'uber  land  having 
no  present  coiimiercial  value.  The  Jardella  property  extends  from  the  Elk 
Rivcr  to  the  backbone  highway,  bui'.  does  not  extend  through  to  the  North 
East  River. 

2.  CARDt.'ELL  PROPiETY.  I-maodiately  south  of  the  Jardella 
property,  and  lying  adjacent  to  the  State  Pork  on  the  Elk  River  side,  are 
approximately  125  acres  now  owned  by  Mr.  Cardwell,  consisting  aLnost  entirely 
of  timber  land,  soine   of  vailch  is  second  ;;rrovvth  or  cutover  timber  which 
would  not  produce  a  merchantable  stand  for  thirty  years  or  more,  The 

shore  front,  extending?  for  approxiniattly  one-quarter  of  a  mile  has  little 
value  to  anyone  interested  in  a  site  for  summer  cottages  as  it  is  aLaost 
entirely  svvramp  land.   Little  valuta  can  therefore-  be  placed  on   this  aspect 
of  the  parcel.  Furthermore,  since  a  large  portion  of  the  timber  land  is  at 
present  unirterchantoble  the  entire  tract  appears  to  be  of  relativv..ly  Ion- 
value.  There  has  been  correspondence  b^^tween  Mr.  Cardwell  and  the  Depai-tment 
of  Forests  and  Parks  regarding  thv,-  purchase  of  this  property,  Mr.  Cardwell 
originally''  asking  $7,500.  The  results  of  this  field  exajiiination  suggest 
that  the  property  is  not  worth  at  present  valuations  iRore  than  about  $A,000. 
The  house  on  the  property  is  in  very  poor  condition  and  the  roadway  leading 
from  the  backbone  road  is  almost  impassable.  The  property  extends  only 
from,  the  Elk  River  to  the  backbone  highway. 

3.  BOEF?.IKE  PROPERTY.  Im^Tiediately  abuttinp;  the  south  property 
line  of  the  State  Park  and  ext-ending  entirely  across  the  peninsula  from 

the  Elk  to  the  North  East  River,  the  Boerike  property  includes  approximately 
525  acres  with  approximately  one  mile  of  shore  front  on  tne  North  East  River 
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and  three-qaarbers  of  a  nule  or  more  on  the  Elk  River,  Most  of  this 
property  is  vvoodedj  p,-jrticula.r]-y  on   the  vrestern   portion,  ivhich  is  roiling 
or  rugged  v.ith  steep  blujVfs  along  the  Bay  side.  On  the  Elk  River  side  at 
Stoney  Point  and  irruuediately  south  of  R,ogue's  Harbor  are  open  areas  vrhich 
are  devoted  to  farmin.;;.  Both  of  these  points  of  land  present  extre;aely  fine 
areas  for  park  develop;i;ent  and  for  cottage  colonies.  The  v/eatern  portion 
of  the  property  is  sicriilar  to  that  of  the  'ivestern  part  of  the  State  Park. 
At  Rogue's  Harbor  on  the  lilk  River  a  ewamp  penetrates  the  property.  The 
farm  buildings  are  in  .^'ood  condition,  and  the  open  fields  around  the  farms 
will  provid'j  spaces  for  acbi\'ities  reqairin:;  raeadovvs  and  open  lands.  This 
property  is  also  for  sale  as  are  thie  previous  two  mentioned,  and  it  is 
believed  that  it  could  be  acquired  for  approxijimtely  05,000.  Tl'ie  property 
has  been  placed  on  sale  in  order  to  settle  an  estate.  ApproxLiiately  I75 
acres  of  the  land  is  cleared. 

4.  BENI'JETT  PROPERTY.  Next  adjacent  on  thxC  south  to  the  Bor.rike 
property  is  a  small  strip  of  larid  consisting  of  approximately  .50  acres,  Icnown 
as  the  Bennett  property  situated  on  the  Elk  River  side,  this  property  has 

a  good  beach  and  splendid  sites  for  cottages  and  v'^.imilar  uses  and  is 
admirably  adapted  for  water  frorit  cotta,?'e  developifient .  It  is  therefore 
necessary  to  place  a  high  valuation  on  the  water  front  portion  of  this 
property.  It  might  bo  necessary  to  expend  as  much  as  (^7,000  to  acquire 
this  small  piece.  The  property  does  not  extend  through  to  the  west  shore 
of  the  peninsula, 

5.  SPARRE,  PROPERTY,  The  next   property  to  the  south  is  !:nov/n  as 
the  Sparre  property  and  consists  of  somewhat  more  than  three  h.undred  acres, 
almost  aU.  of  it  clear^-d  land.  The  home  site  of  this  farm  is  on  rolling  land, 
rising  gently  above  the  Elk  River  with  only  a  lov';  bluff  on  the  ivater  front. 

It  possessus  splendid  beaches,  and  the  farm  buildings  arw  in  good  condition. 
The  home  site  is  located  approxiinately  one-quarter  of  a  mile  southtt'est  of 
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Jacob's  Nose.  This  property  has  been^  and  is,  a  splendid  piece  of  farai 
land  and  hps  evidently  been  treated  vdth  a  groat  deal  of  care,  ks   farm 
property  clone  it  apparently  is  vforth  the  maxi<nu;n  farm  prio^:.;  in  addition, 
the  chore  front,  particularly  on  the  rllk  River  side,  affoi'ds  locations  for 
Eumr.i.er  cottagt  dcvalcpiricnt  as  fine  as  may  be  found  on  the  tntire  peninsuJ.a. 
Thu  Elk  River  fi-ontag<j  is  approxLiiatcly  three-quarters  of  a  jrdle,  and  that 
on  the  North  East  River  or  Chesapeake  Bay,  approximately  one-half  mile. 
Th'c  viestern  shore  front  is  not  as  hign  as  is  the  property  to  the  north  or 
northwest,  and  is  therefore,  more  readily  a'^cessible  to  the  water  than  in 
those  areas  where  the  bluffs  are  hi^iier.  The  property  is  not  actually  for 
sale,  but  it  is  reported  that  ^^30,000  is  b^ing  asked.  Sinct.  the  property 
is  iiot  only  a  fine  farm  property  taut  presents  such  fine  vjater  front 
possibilities  the  question  'A'as  asked  as  to  why  such  a  low  value  was  placed 
upon  it  compared  mith  property'-  elsewhere  in  the  area  with  slfnilar  character- 
istics. It  v/as  stated,  that  this  was  pi'-Xiuarily  because  of  the  poor  road 
leading  dovm  the  Keck  in  conjunction  v/ith  the  present  availabj.lity  of  .^ood, 
developed  sites  closer  to  the  town  of  North  East  and  Elkton.  It  is  my 
opinion  tiiat  this  condition  Vidll  not  long  prevail  as  the  property  presentvS 
such  a  fine  appearance  that  sooner  or  later  someons  will  recognise  its 
potential  value  either  for  a  gentleman's  estate  or  for  shore  front  develop- 
ment purposes.  The  acquisition  of  this  prop-rty  should  be  handled  v.'ith 
great  care  in  order  that  the  price  be  kept'  lo»v.  It  appears  to  be  readily 
worth  130,000,  and  perhaps  a  good  bit  more. 

6.  ilACKEI  PPOPSETY.  The  last  remaining  property  to  the  south 
includes  all  the  rem.ainder  of  the  peninsula,  except  approximately  three 
acres  owned  by  the  United  States  Government  and  devoted  to  lighthouse  use. 
The  Mackey  propti-ty  Fas  once  a  fine  farm  but  has  not  been  operated  as  a 
farm  for  many  years  and  is  now  grown  up  to  a  considerable  eo-ct.ent  in  young 
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Locust  snd  otrier  sapling  gro'.vth.  For  farm  pui'poses  it  would,  require  an 
expeiiditure  of  from  t25  to  ioO   per  acre  at  least  to  eatisiactorily  clear 
the  land  before  it  could  be  tilled.  Hov^ever,  the  ho:ae  site  and  the  ^e\,ers.l. 
shore  front  alon£-  tiie  £lk  River  are  higlily  desirable  for  shore  fro^it  devolop- 
raent,  although  portioaj  of  it  are  unusable  beca'ise  tney  are  sv/a^iipy.  The 
extreme  southern  tip  of  tho:  property  including  tl^e  lighthouse  site  consists 
of  a  high  bluff  v;hich  i.s  eroding  badly  as  it  is  expos-d  to  wave  actioi:i 
from  a-11  directions.  Koi-thwest  of  this  point,  the  property  drops  to  a  lov/ 
level  for  anproxi;riaucly  one-quarter  of  a  I'dle  and  presents  some  fine  sites 
for  cottage  dsvelopjntjnt  altj'DU^i;  ext:K;3t.d  to  the  open  winds  of  the  P.-"y. 
Alon^'  the  lower  Bay  side  and  continuing  arourrd  Turkey  Point,  the  rduffs 
rise  to  a  considerable  height  and  afford  plea  sunt  vistas  c-nd   locations  for 
picnic  areas  but  not  for  cottage  developaent. 

One  inter-.'sting  feature  of  this  property  is  that  there  are  areas 
of  fairly  levol  lend  upon  v^ihich  fii.f;ht  be  developed  fli^rht  strips  for  the  use 
of  sxnall  air  cr.-ft  which  are  bound  to  come  into  general  public  use  following 
the  v;ar.  The  property  is  not  at  present  for  sale  and  it  is  indicated  that 
th,e  owner,  Mrs.  Mackey,  v^ho  is  novir  approxLiiately  seventy  years  old,  v;ill 
not  sej.  the  property  under  any  circumstances.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose, 
however,  that  upon  her  death  the  property  could  br;  purchased  at  a  reasonable 
price  as  it  is  no  longer  suitable  for  farming  without  a  considerable  expendi- 
ture of  funds. 

Large  portions  of  the  parcel  afford  splendid  sites  for  certain 
types  of  public  park  development  but  not  for  private  cottage  development. 
The  property  includes  approxiiriately  250  acres  .•/•/ith  three-quarters  of  a  j;d.le 
of  shore  iront  on  each  side  of  the  point.  It  is  some^vhat  difficult  to  place 
a  valuation  on  t.'is  property  becauo^  of  tne  varied  nature  of  its  shore 
iront  ana  tno  c',>; edition  of  luo  Lnnd,  but  it  certainly  is  not  i.-orth  more  than 
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140,000,   and  considering  the  valuation  now  placed  on  a  .auch  better  piece 
of  property,   namtily     Sparre,    should  rr,.ore  likely  be  assigned  a  value  of 
|;25,000  to  (30,000.     It   does  have  the  advantage,   however,   of  splendid  vievrs 
over  tiie  Elk  and  North  East  Rivor?  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  the  soath 
which  ioigiit  possibly  attract  private  purchasers  \vho  are  willing  to  chance 
tiie  acre  exposed  location.     This  latter  element  is  not  as   seriois  as 
otlien.-ise  might  be  aGsmiied  since  the  direct  exposure   is  from  tiie   southvv«st, 
a  direction  from  v<hich  the   stor.'as  do  not  co;;ie.     The  strong  northwesterly 
■•/jinds  Tviiicii  come  iri  the  fall  end  vdnter  V'rould  only  affect  the  nortb'-e stern 
face,   ivhich  is  f'tirly  high.     Ivasterly  and  northeasterly  storas  i».;ould  blovf 
directly  doivn  the  Elk  River  rather  than  into  the  property.     For  esthnating 
purposes,   an  allov-ance  of   f^OjOOO  is  tentatively  assi-'ned. 

(immAL  DtViiOPI^NT: 

The  Area  is   suitable  for  aany  types  of  activities  fi'ora  cottage 
colonies  on  the  east,   to  picnic  areas,   panoraiTiic  vistas,   hiking  trails, 
and  public  bathing  beaches  on.  the  ri-est,   and  presents  many  opportunities  for 
Ccuftping  anci  develcpivent  of  woodland  trails,   and  for  s.'uall  boating  vhere 
harbors  are  ava.ilabls  on  th/e  Lik  River. 

In  the  future,   witil  the  ulitimate  accomplishment  of  the  master 
plan  for  th^e  EIk  Neck  region  as  prepared  by  the  Departmeiit   of  Forests  and 
Parks,   there  -ivould  t.xici.  a  continuing  strip  of  public  property  acquired 
for  forest  and  park  purposes  ext  nding  up  through  the  ceiitwi-  of  the  Neck 
all  the  vvay  to  the  pre;.vent  public  forest  area  bet'A'ecn  Elkton  and  Nortli  East. 
This  long  continuing  strip  v;oula  permit   additional  activities  such  as  horse 
back  trail  riding  and  overnight  hiking,    as  Lvell  as  natur',.  study  and  iori:;st 
demonstrat  ion . 

In  giving  consideration  to  the  future  expansion  of  the  Park, 
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present  rate  of  citvelopiaont   of  sl-or^-  front  rosidcntial  properties  ?l.ong 
tho  n.orthern  ahores  of  the  peniiisula     should  be  kept  in  mind.     Quite  a 
nuiabyr  of  people  frofii  the  Yiilirdnp.ton  -  Philadiolphin  area  linve  recently 
constructed  fine  residences  in  that  ;:;ection,   and   it   is  not  lihcly  th-.t    it 
will  be  long  before  this  deV-,lop:;icnt   is  extended  ^outlmnrd  to  include 
some   of  tho   properties   cidTc'cent  to  the  State  Park  vdnich  are  riow  for  sale, 
iivery  coa.sideretion  should  therej'ore  be  given  to  the  desirability  of  taking 
advanta  ;-w  of  the  fact  that  there  are  no^A^   900  acres  of  ,i:'ood  prrk  land  f-d.iacent 
to  tiie   existing  Park  for  snle  at  the  reasonable  total  price  of  about   ;;.o9,0005 
to  enlarge  tlie  Park  before  the  thrccte-ned  private   development  ;. lakes  this 
LiiDossible. 
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INVESTIGATION  ;,KD  REPORT  ON  LOCi,TION  OF  PROPOSED  BAYSIDE  STATE  P/JIK 
Memoranda  E.eport  on  Field  Trip  -  Sandy  Point,  Hackett  Point  Properties   (Labrot) 

Jiily  11,  1945 

Th-j  Labrot  propertits  extend  rougiily  from  Log  Inn  to  Ssndy  Point, 
and  vsoiith  to  include  the  entire  peninsula  bet^voc-n  the  Bay  and  ¥fnitehall  and 
Meridith  Creeks. 

This  area  is  all  relatively  lav-r,   there  being  no  point  in  the  entire 
area  vith  the  exception  of  the  extre/ue  north  ed.ge   adjacent  to  the  Log  Inn 
property  which  rises  as  nuch  as  twenty  feet  above  the  Bay,  Most  of  the  area 
is  approxiiiiately  ten  to  twelve  feet  above  viater  and  is  gently  rolling  in 
topography.  In  places,  the  land  drops  in  long  slopes  to  the  v-rater's  ed.2:e,  in 
others,  especially  along  the  Bay  side  below  Sandy  Point,  it  abutts  the  water 
in  a  sharp  bl'ifi.  There  are  ext..;islve  niarshes  in  the  region  of  Sandy  Point 
Ferry  Ter:.'iinal.  This  entire  property  was  formerly  ovfiied  by  ivir.  Labrot,  Senior, 
Yiho  upon  his  death  a  foY-r   years  ago,   divided  it  between  his  two  sons,  William, 
and  Sylvester.  This  property  is  e-<tensively  developed  as  a  dairy  and  horse 
breeding  farm,  and  includes  splendidly  equipped  barns,  stables,  3  race  track, 
sturdy  fencing,  and  all  of  the  paraphernalia  necessary  to  operate  such  an 
establishment ,  There  is  comparatively  little  wooded  area  on  the  property,  but 
such  woodland  as  occurs  is  of  fine  quality  with  matured  ti-:-es  for.:iing  splendid 
groves.  The  remainder  of  the  property  is  all  cultivated,  some  of  it  now  being 
in  hay  of  first  clar^s  ouality.  The  remainder  is  tilled  fields  devoted  to  corn, 
wheat,  and  g.rieral  farming.  There  are  a  number  of  fine  residences  on  the  area, 
including  the  main  residential  establislar.ient  of  Mr.  Labrr^t,  Senior,  located  et 
the  junction  of  Meridith  and  l/vhitehall  Creeks.  T.J.s  is  a  very  large  expensive 
and  fine  building  in  which  Mr.  Vvilliam  Labrot  noi's  resides.  Thei-e  is  also  an 
old  colonial  manor  house  located  at  Sandy  i  oin*. ,  axvd  several  other  residences 
at  Hackett  Point. 

Mr.  Sylvester  Labrot  does  not  reside  oi'i  this  property  but  in  New 
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Or.lfcans,   arid  it  is  reported  that  he  recently  acquir':.d  additional  property 
in  Bel  Air  in  KcTford  Co!.mty,    sugf'csting  the  possibility  that  perhaps  he  may 
bo  coMt.-jJiiplatlnf;  a  v»ithdrawal  from  this  area.     This  is  mere  con.i-octur'J,   hov;- 
evi^r.     A  discussion  idth  his  nictnager  revealed  the  fact  that   the  Nsval  Academy 
has  been  interested  in  acquiring  the  entire  Lr-brot  propert^/   plus  additional 
propoi'ty  to  the  north  us  far  as  the  Funt  Club  Road,  to  include  a  total  of 
app-roxiitt' tely  2,ii.00  acres  to  be  devoted  to  an  airbase  for  use  of  the  Naval 
Academy, 

A  detailed  excirdnation  of  the  proj^ei'ty  r'^vcals  that  at  Sr-ndy  Point 
from  just  northeast  of  the  Ferry  Teriiiinal  around  the  point  to  the  north,   a 
total  distance  of  approxjjriiitcly   Lnr^e-fourths  of  a  loile,  there  is  one  of  the 
finest  beaches  yet   seen  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay.     Sa.n-dy  Point  proper  provides 
a  very  broad  expanse  of   sana  "vhicii  could  aecoiiiodate  a  large  crovvd  with  an 
extensive  and  splendid  beech  reaching-  alorig  the  Bay  for  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  to  the  n^rth.      Until   one  reaches  the  upper  end  of  this  beech,   there  is 
no  si^ri  of  erosion.     In  fact,   the  beach  seems  to  be  building  instead  of  v;ash- 
ing  away.     Th-^  nearness  of  this  beach  to  the  Ferry  Landin-^-  and  the  highway 
leading  thereto  makes  it  extrem.ely  acC'o.ssible.     Inland  along  this  beach  are 
foiUid  stretches  of   swaj?.p  and  ;riarsh  and  open  ponds  which  have  1.0  outlet  to  the 
Bay  due  to  the  fact  that  anj  outl^;t  co.'i::tructed  is  quickly  filled  '.-/ith  sand 
by  the  action  of  the  v'avos.     These  jir^rshy  areas  contain  a  na'2iber  of  muskrat 
houses. 

Tov/ard  the  north  end  of  the  bnach,  a  fine  gi-ove  of  trees  is  being 
rapidly  eroded  away.     Farther  north,   the  erosion  activities  become  more  eJid 
moro  serioTJS.     Approxir.atcly  tiiree-fovrths  of  a  mile  above  Sandy  Point,   a 
series  of  bulklieads  and  jetties  hat;  boon  constructed  in  an  attempt  to  control 
this  condition.      Log  Inii  lies  approximately  one  mile  north  of  Sajidy  Point. 
Back  of  the   shoreline,   most  of  the  area  north  of  the  Ferry  Road  is  devoted  to 
extensive  farming.     There  are  no  unusual  foattires  to  this  section  except  that 
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it  is  well  csred  for.  South  of  the  FeiTy  Ror.d,  the  nrop^irty  consists  of  a 
long  narrow  peninsula  of  unusual  beauty,  because  of  the  rolling  contours  of 
the  land,  the  irregular  outline  of  fields  and  vjoodland  groves,  and  the  ^ 
irregularity  of  the  shoreline,  both  along  the  Bay,  and  Whitehall  and  Meridith 
Creeks.  Here  there  v.ould  be  splendid  sites  for  the  use  of  small  boats  for 
sailing  and  other  vi'ater  activities  requiring  relativ£;ly  protected  'waters.  Just 
inside  of  liackett  Point  in  V.hitetiali  Creek,  there  is  another  good  bathing 
beach  which,  though  small,  -"/jould  provide  a  satisfactory  secondary  area. 

At  Hackett  Point  proper,  tht^re  is  a  very  serious  erosion  problem 
v/hich  has  been  satisfactorily  checked  by  the  construction  of  bull-cheads  and 
jetties  on  the  Bayside.  Just  abov^  the  point,  erosion  is  proceeding  at  a 
serious  rate.  The  ovaier  is,  at  the  pr.-sent,  actively  engaged  in  placing  some 
hundreds  of  tons  of  boulders  along  this  shoreline  as  a  temporary  protection 
'until  such  time  as  tlie  war  perndts  more  adeq^uate  construction.  At  that  time, 
he  contemplate;:,  the  construction  of  a  crtjosoted.  wood  bulkhead  Vvdth  adequate 
stone  j^dties.  Because  of  the  expensive  ch.:;raGter  of  this  entire  operation, 
tog'-th'.^r  vi'ith  the  other  investm^'.-its  on  the  vrhole  tract,  it  appears  unldkely 
that  it  could  be  jicouired  at  any  reas:)nable  price  by  the  State. 

This  area,  ivhich  is  equally  distant  beti»'een  Vvashington  and  Baltimore, 
a.nd  next  door  to  Annapolis ^  is  one  of  the  bost  areas  to  be  seen  along  the 
v.'hole  shoreline-:.  To  be  sure,  it  does  not  present  extensive  woodlands,  but  it 
does  have  splendid  groves  of  trees k   tt  does  not  present  rugged  physical 
charactoristicE  such  as  the  Calvert  Cliffs  or  the  heights  of  iilk  Keck,  but  it 
presents  lovely  vistas  along  the  creeks  on  the  Best  side,  a  splendid  panorajtia 
of  sand,  sky  and  water  at  Sandy  Point,  and  lovely  open  fields  and  spots  where 
the  lush  mellow  quality  of  the  landscape  is  refreshing. 

The  assembling  of  a  full  1,000  acres  might  involve  difficulties  such. 
as  th'^  necessity  of  acquiring  the  Log  Inn   propt-rties  or  somt  of  the  land  on  the 
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ivest  side  of  Ai;.riiith  Creole.     Such  questions  are   considered  at  the  moment 
to  be   s-.icondaryj   however;,   in  view  of  th^   more  inriiediate  problein  of  ac(iuiring 
such  an  yxpcnsive  property  as  that   of  the  Labrott;.       Tho  large  residence'-s  end 
the  great  vt,.rioty  of  farm  sind  dairy  buildings^   together  vath  the  investments 
in  shore  protection  'acasures   suggests  a  total  value  iaany  times  iti  excess  of 
the  IL'ttit  ei^tablisl^ed  by  the  Board.     The  high  price  of   shore  fi'ont  land  in 
this  area  is  still  f^nother  deterrent. 

Beyond  the  LTiiv.e;iiate  problem  of  this  3tud^>   of  finding  a   singie 
s'oitablc  Ea^sidf^  Pc.rk,   however,   the  lon^-^'  range  problem  of  pi-oviding  widespread 
facilities  and  preserving  for  public  use  soce  of  the  finer  vistas  of  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  shore  front   sugg-osts  the;  degirabilit.y  of  approaching  the  Labrot 
famili'us  veith  the  idea  that  tht;pe  properties  ..light   some  day  in  the  distant 
be  deeded  to  the  State  to  be  preserved  as  a  public  perk. 
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INVESTIGATION  AND  REPORT  ON  LOCATION  OF  PROPOSED  BAYSIDE  STATE  PARK 
Memoranda  Ruport  on   Field  Trip  -  Annapolis  Roads  Cl'.ib  -  July  11^  19A5 

The  Annapolis  Roads  Club  property  lies  approxL'natoly  halftvay  botv/een 
Telly  point  and  Eastport  on  the  south  shore  of  the  S&vern  River.      The  Club  is 
repoi'ted  to   ooti  about  two  hundred  acres.     The  property  at  present   is  rather 
ruiT  do'viTi  and  has  not  been  operated  as  a  club  for  a  number  of  years.     Originally, 
it   embraced  a  golf  course  and  general  clvibhouse,   as  well  as  a  rather  elaborate 
beaehhouse.     The  property  is  about  ti.«;o-thirds  covered  vjith  splendid  v.'oodland^ 
including  most  of  the  shoreline,  -mich  is  a  bluff  varying  in  height  from  fortj^ 
feet  in  the  center  to  zero  at   either  end.      The  beach  is  approximately  one-half 
rrdle  long. 

At  the  southeast   end  the  beach  is  broad  and  terrrdnates  at  the  entrance 
to  Lake  Ogl'--ton,  which  is  a  tidewater  pond  extending  along  the  south  side  of 
the  property.     The  beach  extends  along  the  bluff  northv/est  to  another  inlet 
at  the  south  end  of  Beiabe  Beach.     It  is  .Tioderately  wide  and  has  good  sand, 
and  is  in  fact  a  splendid  beach  for  bathing.     There  is  no  erosion  along  the  bluff 
v^hich  is  well  covered  v»dth  vegetation. 

It  appears  that  this  club  property  vvas  originally  developed  vdth  the 
idea  that  residences  would  be  erected  on  the  area  and  the  occupants  thereof 
would  t,njoy  the  club  privileges.     In  fact,  there  are  already  a  number  of  resi- 
dtnctiS  located  on  the  point  adjacent  to  Lake  Ogleton  and  in  the  area  surround- 
ing a  small  lake  to  the  northwest  of  the  clubhouse.     Inland,    no  development  h»3.s 
taken  place  and  the;  old  golf  course  has  now  bccomv.-'  hea^'ily  grown  up  with  hay  and 
weeds. 

Since  the  property  contains  only  two  hundred  acres  it  was  necessary 
to  locate  additional  property  in.uand  and  adjacc^nt  to  the  area  to  deterroine  whether 
or  not  the  total  of   one  thousand  acres,  which  is  the  miniiTiUin  limit  prescribed, 
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could  bfc  found.     Reaching  directly  vvestwcrd,   thero  is  a  large  p.r&a  of  lan;d, 
which  extsi'ids  all  tho  way  to  the  Soutii  Rivor.     Fart  of  this  property^    especially 
elong  thu  northern  shore  of  Duvr.ll  Creek.    3djaC'.-iit  to  South  Rivor,    is  developed 
cs  a  rather  large  and  well  carod  for  farm  vvith  extensive  buildingp,   lencis, 
and  v;isll-kept  fara  equipment.     Bet>/cen  there  sjid  the  club  property,    is  c  large 
stretch  of  -A'oodland  v.h.ich  u-aght  perhaps  be  available.     To  the  80uth  of  ti'ie 
club  propc:rty,   there  is  also  an  area  of  uindcvelopea  v.'oodl-?.nd  interspersed  along 
the  Bnv ridge  Road  v/ith  sjn.o.ll  arei?s  of   cultivated  land,    including  one  fc'.rru  of 
consider:;ble   sIkg  and  with  e>:.t„  nsive  buildings  and  equipment .     It  ?;ould  not  be 
possible  to  consider  -acquiring  any  property  closer  tho.n  one  h'jlf  raile  fi^oia 
tho  Bay  front  Ft  3''yridgo  as  this  ;:.rea  has  V^ecn  devv^lopod  as  an  extensive 
Baysido  commuiiity.     Similarly,   to  thc^   south,  tov/ard  Thorna.s  Point,  Highland  Beach 
and  Arundel-on-the-Eay  i-vould  prevent  further  extension. 

Should  this  propert}'^  be  considered  for  acquisition,    it  is  clear  that 
it  ^^ould  offer  only  one-half  mile  of  beach  front  facing  out  toi-vard  the  Bay  and 
the  reiiiainder  of  the  property  v/ould  stretch  inland  in  a  lorig  nrrroti'  strip. 
It  would  not  touch  pnv  of  the  vrater  front  on  the  South  Eivv:^r  or  its  tributaries, 
ana  there  v.ould  b^  no  protected  v^ater  areas  for  boatix"jg.     There  are  a  nuiaber  of 
fine  residences  establlsiied  on  the  area,     rsecause  of  the  fact  that  it   does  not 
meet  the  luininiujTi  ri.quirt^rrtents  'ostablished  bv  the  Board,   plus  the   expense   of 
acquisition,    it  does  not  appear  ;vorthv;hile  to  i_;ive  further  consideration  to  this 
area.     However,    in  par^sing,   it  is  v;orth  noting  that  furthv^r  objections  are 
tn-o  close  praxi-'.ilty  of  Irrge  beach  front  devv.l:jpj;ients,    of  urban  areas  such  as 
Lastport  and  tlie  Naval  Sxperiraent  Station  -^  cross  t'tK   rivc;!-,   and  danger  from 
pollution  due  to  breakdoivn  of  nearby  seviego  treauiieiit  plants.     The  constant 
noise  of  seaplanes  and  other  harbor  activities  xfouid  d-.^tract  fr/.'iii  the  full 
v,n.i:-)yiuent   of  the  sito  r.s  a  State  Park. 
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INVESTIGATION  ailD  REPORT  ON  LOCATION  OF  PROPOSED  BAYS  IDE  STATE:   PimK 
Memoranda  Report  on  Field  Trip 
Vfest  River-Riiodes  River  Peninsula  -  Jul/  65  1945 

The  peninsula  betv/een  the  Rhodes  River  and  the  West  River, 
approximatoly  fiftten  miles  south  of  Anucpolis,  is  largely  ovmed  by  raembers 
of  tha  Mtirray  family.  It  is  hold  in  £Ovt:ral  large  pcLrcols,  the  largest 
being  the  Ivy  Nock  property  locatod  on  tiio  northeast  corner  of  the  ponin- 
su3.a  oxid   containing  approximately  65O  acres.  Further  south  and  located 
on  the  West  River  siic;  is  first,  the  Churchill  ivh.ffray  property  and  next, 
the  Cedar  Park  property,  in  the  contor  of  v/hich  is  a  splendidly  preserved 
early  Colonial  house  built  in  I690.  There  was  also  a  splendid  manor  hoiise 
on  the  Ivj'-  Reck  prop'Orty  but  this  burned  in  th^e  Spring  of  1944- .  Plans  are 
nov;  under  way  to  rebuild  it.  Further  to  the  soutli  and  west  lies  Tulip  Kill, 
a  famous  early  Aijiericon  mansion  which  has  been  vary  carof-ally  preserved  and 
ViTas  in  the  process  of  chc:inging  ov/nership  on  the  day  of  this  visit.  There 
is  not  a  great  deal  of  land  associated  «ith  the  Tulip  Hill  property.  In 
betvi-eon  these  several  properties  arc  several  smaller  holdings,  sonc  local 
resident  farmers  and  some  suip.raer  cottages.  They  are  v;ry  fov;  in  nuraber. 

■  The  entire  peninsu.la  presents  a  rather  park-like  appearance;  due 
to  the  fact  that  it  has  been  held  by  a  fov;  raembers  of  the  same  family  for 
generations,  has  been  extensively  farmed,  carefully  niirtured,  and  has  been 
the  home  site  and  ixispiri'tion  of  cultured  people  xdio   have  valued  such 
things  as  splendid  trees  for  several  hundred  years.  The  land  varies  gently 
and  in  a  rolling  rac:,nner  xYoa  its  highest  point  about  100  foot  above  sea 
level  just  v/est  of  C-'OjriberE.tone  on  the  Muddy  Greek  Road,  to  the  v/atcr's 
surface  at  various  ponits  around  t?io  entire  peninsula.  The  ojcis  of  highest 
elevation  runs  generally  in  a  northoaster3y  direction,  gradually  dipping 
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to  tho  s-ator  on  oc:ch  side.  Thero  arc  fcvj-  bliiffs  except  at  the  northeast 
corner,  at  the  Ivy  Nock  site,  v.iioro  Goveral  knolls  rise  abruptly  above  the 
water  to  c.   height  of  from  25  to  4.0  feet.  There  is  little  actual  forest 
on  tlic  peninsula  but  thr;re  are  a  number  of  small  "ivood  lots  containing  very 
fine  trees,  and  of  courac  the  land  presents  a  more  heavily  \.'ooded  appearanco 
than  is  actually  the  case  due  to  the  lu:xi.iriant  gx'OYjth  of  trees  ;.i.nd  vines 
along  the  fences  and  hodgeroi^s.  In  recent  jQVJ^a   the  la.nd  has  not  been  as 
carefully  farmed  as  formerlj''  due  to  the  difficulty  of  securing  tho  necessary 
labor.  This  condition  xvill  no  doubt  be  reversed  in  tho  next  few  years. 

Tho  shores  of  tho  peninsvil^i  arc  deeply  indented  an   both  the  Rhodes 
River  and  West  River  sides j  presenting  splendid  harbors  for  small  river 
boats,  ctA   lovely  vistas  both  fron  the  water  and  froi;:  the  shores.  There 
is  little  beach  front  ho\/cver.  The  only  suitable  beach  which  might  be  used 
for  general  public  bathing  is  in  tho  h^inds  of  individuril  cottage  holders 
and  lies  at  the  cxtrernG  eastern  edge  of  the  property  v;here  Rhodes  Rivur 
joins  tho  Yfcst  River.  It  extends  northward  along  the  Rhodes  River  front 
from  Cheston  Point  for  perhaps  a  mile.  Tiiis  beach  front  looks  out  directlj'- 
upon  tho  Chosapoake  Bay,  although  it  is  located  soj:iowhat  jjishorc  from  tho 
point  inarking  the  mouth  of  the  West  River.  It  is  therefore ,  v;g11  protected 
from  storms  and  rough  water.  There  is  v/ell  over  a  thousand  acrcis  in  the 
peninsula. 

Immediately  across  tho  Rhodes  River  from  tho  eastern  edge  of  this 
property  lies  Beverly  Beach.  This  is  a  largo  privately  ovmod  bathing 
beach  ivhicii  recently  reported  a  Sunday  population  of  over  nijio  thousand 
persons.  It  is  a  ivoll  ruji  ostablishiuent  bu.t  is  naturally  cor/imorcial  ±n 
character  ajid  with  siich  a  large  crOT^d  is  noisy  at  times.   It  caters  to  slot 
machines  and  other  similar  amusements  rnd  is  tj'plcal  of  this  kind  of 
establishment  I  it  is  kept  clean  hov;evcr,  ajid  the  users  are  carefully 
supervised.  There  are,  in  association  with  this  beach,  a  nujaber  of  cottages 
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where  people  may  come  for  as  long  as  they  desire  to  rent  the  cottages. 
The  proximity  of  this  privately  owned  beach  might  have  adverse  effects 
upon  a  nearby  State  Park  and  suggests  the  undesirability  of  acquiring 
the  Rhodes  River  site  for  a  State  Park  catering  to  a  large  niaraber  of  day 
bathers.  Furthermore,  the  ovmers  of  Beverly  Beach,  who  are  politically 
strong  in  the  county  and  have  already  raised  certain  objections  to  the 
State  Park  idea,  v/ould  certainly  be  more  than  mildly  vociferous  in  their 
opposition  to  the  establishment  of  a  park  so  close  to  their  property  as  to 
cause  unavoidable  competition  with  the  Beverly  Beach  trade. 

In  addition  to  the  previously  mentioned  objection,  there  is 
perhaps  an  even  stronger  one  foiind  in  the  attitude  of  the  owners  of  the 
property  isi   question  toviards  the  sale  of  their  property.  They  and  their 
ancestors  have  resided  in  these  houses  and  on  these  sites  for  several 
hundred  years  and  the  land  has  become  so  much  a  part  of  them  that  there  is 
little  if  any  liklihood  that  they  could  be  persuaded  to  part  with  any  of 
their  property.  With  them  it  is  not  a  question  of  money,  as  has  been 
determined  in  numerous  instances  before  when  other  people  have  tried  to  buy 
these  lovely  places,  but  is  a  way  of  life.  As  long  as  they  are  able  to 
operate  these  farms  sufficiently  to  maintain  their  existence,  money  profits 
beyond  their  immediate  needs  means  nothing.  Fg  were  told  by  local  people 
that  the  Murray  family  just  simply  would  not  sell  their  property.  In  the 
case  of  the  Iva^  Neck  property  a  further  indication  of  this  attitude  is 
' indicated  by  the  intention  of  the  present  owners  to  rebuild  the  burned 
manor  house  as  soon  as  cond.itions  permit.  Plans  and  specifications  have 
already  been  drawn  and  the  owTior  is  nov/  only  waiting  to  secure  the  necessary 
labor.  It  is  understood  that  within  a  fev;  months  he  will  begin  the  brick 
work  oven  though  ho  may  bo  delayed  in  other  aspects  of  the  construction. 
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Shcald  some  part  of  the  peninsula  be  found  to  be  available j  and 
should  it  be  necessary  to  seek  out  adjacent  properties  to  make  up  the 
thousand  acres ^  there  are  several  large  holdings  to  the  north  across  the 
Rhodes  River.  One  of  these,  the  Forrester  property,  includes  much  timber 
land  but  is  primarily  operated  as  a  large  dairy  by  an  elderly  bachelor. 
Again  the  opinion  was  e:-rpressed  that  he  Y/ould  be  difficult  to  deal  v/ith. 
Immediately  adjacent  to  his  property  to  the  east  is  another  large  parcel 
now  held  by  the  Baltimore  Trust  Company  which  probably  could  be  purchased. 
The  purchase  of  this  property 5  hovvever,  y/ould  mean  that  the  State  Park 
would  be  split  in  two  by  the  Rhodes  River  with  difficult  meaiis  of  passage 
between  tho  t\/o  sections  and  the  portion  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
would  be  inland  to  a  considerable  extent,  pnd  av/ay  from  the  open  Bay. 
However,  operated  in  connoction  v/ith  a  portion  of  tho  Itarray  property  it 
might  be  succossful. 

iiiost  ox  tho  raeinbors  of  the.  Murray  family  in  the  tteee  principal 
households  novi   livizig  on  the  property  ar-?  elderly  unmarried  people  v;hich 
suggests  tl'iat  some  day  the  property  might  be  sold  to  settle  tho  several 
estates.  H'itli  the  exception  of  the  Sandy  Point  area,  this  property  is 
the  last  remaining  tmdividcjd  land  on  the  Vfcstcirn  Shore  vathin  forty  miles 
of  the  metropolitaia  centers  v.'hich  is  suitable  for  public  pjirk  purposes. 
For  this  pvjrpueo  it  is  a  very  desirable  tract.  It  is  suggested  that  the 
State  might,  should  such  an  event  transpire,  find  some  v/ay  to  acquire 
the  property  if  tJid  v;hen  it  is  placed  on  the  market.  It  is  tempting  to 
indrilgo  also  in  tho  v/ishfuj.  thought  th:.t  it  might  bo  bequeathed  to  the 
State  for  park  pm"poses. 
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LNVESTIC-ATIOK  AM)  REPORT  OK  LOCATION  OF  PROPOSED  BAYSIDE  STATE  PARJl 
Memoranda  Report  of  Field  Trip 
Sangatos  -  June  21,  194-5 

Tiie-  Ohmor  property  at  Sangates  in  St.  Mary's  County  lies 
approximately  fi.ftoc:n  miles  above  Solomons  on  the  south  shore  of  the 
Patuxent  River.  There  ?iave  already  been  some  negotiations  betv/een  the 
o\'r:ier  and  the  Depart;.;ont  of  Forests  and  Parks  ivith  respect  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  this  property  by  the-.   State.  The  property  is  for  sale.  It  contains 
1125  acrus,  a  considerable  portion  of  v;hich  is  v/oodod.  The  cleared  land 
consists  of  100  acres  'which  is  all  under  cultivc.tion.  There  is  an  old 
brick  rarinor  house  located  on  the  property,  built  in  1626,  but  at  the  present 
time  in  considerable  disi-opair  oVkXi   though  occupied.  There  are  various 
other  buildings  on  the  prop>;.rty  including  Gev>-.ral  residences  and  various 
farm  buildings.  There  is  a  paved  road  rmining  thi'ough  the  property  to 
Sandgatcs.  The  prop.^rty  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Big  Cat  Creek  and  in 
part  on  the  south  by  Little  Gat  Creek.  Like  most  of  the  land  in  this  area 
it  rises  to  a  level  of  about  100  feet  above  the  \;ater,  but  is  sharply 
eroded  by  the  streams  that  flov/  through  it,  which  in  this  instance,  form 
almost  parallel  long  deep  valleys  with  sharp  ridges  beti/uon.  The  timber 
is  mixed  as  in  all  the  other  areas  in  this  rogionj  there  being  considerable 
hardwood  on  the  pl-c..,  much  of  it  of  good  quality. 

Fror>  the  manor  house  v.-hich  stands  on  a  splendid  v/ell  ventilated 
hill,  the  laiad  drops  to  the  north  tovrard  the  river  in  a  long  slope  which 
terminates  in  a  broad  sh..:lf  reaching  back  from  the  river  bank  approximately 
one-eighth  of  a  mile.  The  river  banic  itself  rises  in  a  bluff  to  approxi- 
mately twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  above  the  Vjater  ;;xnd  is  quit.";  steep. 
There  is  practically  no  beach  -ondcr  most  of  the  bluff,  the  beach  being 
non-existent  at  high  tide.  Ti-.o  shore  under  the  north  end  of  this  cliff 
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has  been  stabilised  by  groins,  but  the  lovirnr  end  of  the  property  is  un- 
protected and  is  eroding.  The  water  front  is  rendered  accessible  in 
several  places  by  means  of  draics  and  ravines  v/hich  cut  tlircugh  the  bluff. 
The   top  of  the  bl'off  vrould  require  protective  measvires  of  some  sort  to 
prevent  children  from  falling  over. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  boach  there  is  a  large  pond  surro^ondcd 
by  knolls  and  ridges  covered  vidth  fine  timber.  The  pond  is  open  to  salt 
vrator,  has  a  good  sandy  bottom  and  entrance  might  possibly  be  dredged  to 
offer  acGonraodation  or  shelter  to  small  boats.  Otherwise,  there  is  no 
protection  for  small  boats  against  the  -.vavcs  of  ths  open  river.  The  river 
itself  is  approximately  a  mile  and  a  hall'  vri.de  at  this  point.  The  property 
has  about  one  mile  of  river  front. 

There  is  no  adcquato  boach  for  general  public  use.  There  are 
numerous  highly  desirable  cottage  sites  on  the  shelf  adjacent  to  the  river 
and  on  some  of  the  knolls  and  ridges  at  the  west  end,  and  prccvimably  the 
occupants  of  those  cottages  have  f^ufficient  access  to  the  river  vdth  its 
ILiiitod  but  solid  beach  for  thoir  limited  uses.  It  v/ould  be  necessary, 
however,  to  acquire  additional  property  to  the  south  adjacent  to  the  Forest 
Wharf  in  order  to  provide  a  public  bf^ach  of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate 
a  large  number  of  people.  A  satisfactory  beach  exists  at  this. point  but 
the  property  is  developed  to  the  extent  that  several  cottages  and  a  commer- 
cial stand  have  been  constructed.  The  latter  is  valued  at  approximately 
$8,000  according  to  report.  Behind  this  point  at  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  Ohmer  property  is  a  tvjo  acre  lot  with  a  cottage  which  is  indicated  to 
be  ¥forth  |3,000.  To  the  oast  of  the  \7harf  property  is  a  one  hundred  foot 
stretch  of  beach  and  marsh  at  a  point  where  Little  Gat  Creek  enters  the 
river,  vjhich  is  ov.iied  by  Edgar  Dixon.  It  is  reported  that  this  would  bfi 
exceedingly  hard  to  acquire.  Next  to  this  is  a  fine  cottage  on  one  and 
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a  half  acree  of  loud,  which  is  ovmod  by  Pluggj^,  vdth  a  suggested  value  of 
$12,000.  Beyond  this  to  the  oast  is  a  large  holding  of  land  actively 
cultivated,  ovmod  by  the  Dixon  family  and  diidicatod  to  be  not  for  sale. 
In  fact,  it  is  reportod  thttt  these  people  would  be  very  difficult  to  deal 
udth.  Ail  these  parcels  would  have  to  bo  acquii'ed  in  order  to  provide  a 
satisfactory  beach. 

Beyond  the  north  end  of  the  proper tv-  there  is  also  a  good  beach 
on  a  spit  of  land  that  extends  to  tlic  Kouth  of  Big  Cat  Greek,  Thifj  is 
reported  to  be  on  the  King  Tree  property  ovjied  by  a  Lli".  Dan  Dixon. 

There  is  no  yacht  or  motor  boat  liarbor  along  the  entij'o  shore 
front.  In  fact  thorc  cto   no  indented  bays 5,  lagoons  or  creeks  v/hich  mako 
up  so  much  of  the  attractiveness  of  many  of  the  other  sites  considered. 
The  prevailing  u'inds  Tiould  bo  absent  as  thoy  would  blov»'  across  the  property 
from  the  south,  and  would  thus  be  cut  off  by  the  trees  except  on  tiie  high 
knolls  or  ridges  v/herc  the  northern  bliiffs  Blight  be  opened  up  to  provide 
adequate  ventilation.  As  mentioned  before,  the  timber  is  splendid  in  many 
portions  although  it  has  been  cut  over  in  many  sections.  The  timbered 
and  sharp  ridges  find  the  rolling  and  iznregiilar  contom'  of  much  of  the  land 
YiTould  provide  opportunity  for  devGlopi.ng  roany  interesting  walks  and  trails. 

One  factor  x/hich  might  prove  verj^  serious  from  the  point  of  viev/ 
of  the  use  of  the  river  is  the  report  that  the  '\>icvj   is  seriously  considering 
the  permanent  closing  of  the  Patuxent  River  to  general  public  use  in  order 
to  avoid  public  interference  with  its  various  vjidor-water  experiments  in 
the  lo'wer  Patuxcnt  ai-ea.  'One  other  item  that  needs  to  be  considered  is  the 
fact  that  the  property  docs  not  face  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  ?rj:iilo  the 
viov;s  along  the  cliff  are  delightful,  it  docs  not  havo  the  sam.c  outlook 
over  large  roaches  of  water  that  is  provided  by  sites  fcacing  on  the  Bay 
proper.  The  Ohner  property  is  indicated  to  bo  hold  at  a  price  of  $4-0  per 
acre  but  it  is  suggested  that  it  can  bo  acquired  for  soraothing  loss  than 
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IKVESTIGATIQTI  MD   BEPORT  Oli   LOCATION  OF  PROPOSED  BAISIDE  STAIE  PARK 
Jfemoranda  Report  of  Field  Trip  ■ 
Poiirt  Lookout  -  Juiio  21,  1945 

Point  Lookout  and  iHio   adjacent  lend,  located  at  the  oxtreme 
southorn  end  of  the  ffcEitern  Shox'c,  in  St.  Mary's  Cotmty,  are  exceedingly 
interestiiig  fi'-on  the  point  of  view  of  a  public  recreational  area.  In 
the  other  areas  visited^  \7ith  the  exception  of  Kent  Island,  much  of  the 
interesting  physical  aspect  \vas  provided  by  the  irregular  topography  of 
the  laiad  itself,  but  in  the  case  of  Point  Lookout,  where  the  entire  area 
is  exceedingly  flat  axid   at  no  place  more  than  ten  feet  above  sea  level, 
the  interest  derives  from  the  ctu±)us  relationship  bet\/een  land,  water  raid 
trees.  At  the  Point  proper,  v/hich  is  a  long  sand  spit  reaching  out  into 
the  Chesapealic  Bay,  there  is  a  grand  and  inspiring  panoraKKi  of  sand,  skj- 
fjnd  water,  and  the  effect  is  one  of  groat  distances  and  of  rcimoteness 
froE  civilization.  5\a.-thor  inlcoid,  where  there  are  large  areas  of  salt 
water  lakes,  the  interest  derives  from  the  irregular  outline  of  these 
lakes  surrounded  as  they  are  by  forested  areas. 

On  the  West,  along  the  Fotomac  River  side  of  the  Point,  there 
is  a  long  svteeping  arc  of  beach  reaching  frora  Point  Lookout  approximately 
two  lilies  and  a  ha.lf  west  to  Corrifield  Point.  Hero  the  effect  is  almost 
tlir^t  of  a  remote  tropical  island  beach.  The  water  adjacent  to  this  beach 
is  quite  deep,  raid  provides  a  splendid  harbor  for  deep  water  vessels. 
There  is  also  a  fine  beach  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay  side  extending  northv/ard 
for  some  miles.  The  v/ater  on  the  Bay  side  is  conparativelj'-  shallow  for 
a  considerable  distance  offshore  and  ?/ould  pro-vn.de  safe  bathing. 

The  inlraid  creeks,  or  lakes,  as  they  are  more  properly  called, 
are  deep  enough  to  a-ccommodato  small  sail  boats  and  vrauld  provide  a  safe 
harbor  in  general  for  small  boat  activities.  The  great  width  of  tlie  v/aters 
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of  the  Potoraac  River  and  Bay  at  this  point  v/ould  preclude  any  oxtonsivc 
boating  activities  except  in  these  lakes  on  many  occasions  when  the  vands 
v;orc  brisk.  These  lakes  vrould  then  provide  splendid  places  for  such 
activities, 

Near  the  Point  proper  there  is  a  developraent  vdiich  includes  a 
hotel,  noK  unoperated,  and  sixteen  surruner  cottages  in  the  open  neadows 
adjacent  thereto.  At  a  point  about  a  nile  north  of  the  Point  forested 
land  begins  and  entirely  surrouiads  a  large  portion  of  Lake  Conoy  and 
Pojjit  Lookout  Creek,  North  of  this  area  again,  and  to  the  westwfird, 
adjacent  to  the  Cornfield  Harbor  farra  arc  areas  of  cultivated  land  com- 
prising some  several  hundred  acres.  It  is  believed,  ho-«;cver,  that  there 
is  cpproxisatel^v''  1000  acres  of  land  in  total  including  the  areas  of  in- 
land lakes,  Vvhich  raight  be  acquired.  If  additional  land  is  required, 
there  is  an  area  north  of  Scotland  Beach  extending  for  approximately  two 
miles  containing  a  fine  stand  of  tinbor,  consisting  largely  of  loblolly 
pine.  At  this  point  there  is  a  tl'iree  or  four  foot  bluff  along  the  shore 
line  and  a  sojidy  beach  of  good  quality  reachjjig  along  the  entire  stretch. 
Scotlajid  Beach  itself  is,  of  course,  extonsivoiy  developed  and  v;ould  have 
to  be  excluded.  If  tliis  northern  section  v;ere  acquired  it  vrould  mean 
then  that  the  park  lands  wou3.d  encircle  the  Scotland  Beach  properties. 

Rabbits  and  partridges  vtgvo   observed  in  th.e  meadovra  adjacent 
to  Point  Lookout  proper,  and  some  of  the  marshy  areas  adjacent  to  the 
iiiland  Idces  v/ould  probably  provide  highly  satisfactory  ground  fat*  muskrat 
culture . 

This  site  is  over  100  miles  from  all  the  metropolitan  centers 
of  the  State  and  as  such  is  ruled  out  of  consideration  for  the  present 
study.  Eowevsr,  this  area  is  of  such  unusual  interest  that  it  is  believed 
desirable  to  give  consideration  to  its  ultimate  acquisition  as  an  addition- 
al State  Park.  Hc-a-e  one  xxtxj   find  long  reaches  of  open  beach  facing  on 
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llnitless  vistas  of  v/atar  and  an  atmosphere  of  roinoteness  v;hich  is  highly 
appealing  to  a  groat  nany   pncple.  The  characteristics  of  this  Point  in 
general  are  so  different  from  any  other  aroa  of  the  State  that  for  this 
reason  alone  it  sooris  desirable  to  set  it  aside  for  general  public  use. 
When  it  is  considered  that  with  the  exception  of  tho  snail  cottage 
development  adjacent  to  tho  hotel  and  the  prr.Gtically  defunct  hotel 
itscli'',  Kuch  of  the  land  involved  is  valueless  and  could  therefore,  be 
acquired  at  a  reasonable  price,  tte  possibility  of  establishing  a  parlc 
some  day  on  this  area  appears  highly  feasible. 

In  passing,  it  should  bo  noted  that  the  area  is  serviced  by  a 
satisfactory  hard  sui'faced  road,  cmd  the  prevailing  breezes  blov;  across 
tho  ai'oa  from  alrioat  evory  direction  as  the  peninsula  is  stirrounded  on 
all  but  the  north¥;est  side  by  v;ido  roaches  of  water.  It  should  also 
be  noted  that  this  Point  has  a  historic  interest  in  that  it  was  a  prison 
camp  during  tho  Civil  War,  and  there  is  a  ncnvuaont  standing  there  to 
commeinorate  this  fact, 

Soae  erosion  is  taking  place  on  the  Chesapeal-io  Bay  shore  of 
the  property.  It  is  a  little  difficult  to  judge  hov/  rapidly  this  erosion 
is  progressing,  but  the  casual  investigation  afforded  on  the  occasion  of 
this  visit  suggests  that  it  is  not  a  very  serious  problen.  Some  fev/ 
stuinps  of  trees  v;ere  observed  v/here  tho  banks  had  eroded  north  of  Scotland 
Beach,  and  there  r;as  a  section  adjacent  to  the  hotel,  south  of  Scotland 
Beach  v/here  the  shore  line  had  vrashed  av;ay  fron  facilities  constructed 
in  years  past,  but  the  erosion  does  not  seem  to  be  proceeding  at  a  very 
rapid  rate.  Should  the  area  be  acquired  as  a  park  it  might  be  necessary 
in  future  years  to  construct  jetties  at  some  of  these  spots,  but  this 
apparently  would  not  be  an  im;nediate  problem. 


70  - 


IWESTIGATION  iU^ID  REPORT  ON  LXATION  OF  PROPOilED  BAYSIDE  STATE  PARK 
Memoranda  Report  on  Field  Trip 
Kent  Island  -  Jiuie  29?  1945 

Kent  I.sland  lies  iHiinediatoly  across  the  Bay  from  Ann^ipolis. 
At  about  the  center  of  its  western  shore  ia  located  the  Eastern  terminus 
of  the  S&ndy  Point-ivlatapeake  Ferry,  ivhich  is  operated  by  the  State,  and 
provicJes  regulc^r  and  reasonably  frequent  service  to  the  Eastern  Shore. 
The  Islrmd  is  approximately  foiij-tcen  miles  long  from  Love  Point  to  Kent 
Pointj  and  is  approximately  si:':  mi].os  in  maxiinuffi  width.  It  consists 
principallyj  of  long  narror?  nocks  of  IcJid  inmning  north  and  south,  between 
T&ich  are  arms  of  EastexTi  Bay.  The  entire  area  is  quite  flat,  reminding 
one  ill  many   of  its  foatiu^es  of  sections  of  tho  Eastern  Great  Plains  in 
Kansas,  Nebraska  or  tho  Dakotas.  It  is  quite  lev,',  there  beiiif;  no  point 
on  tho  Island  that  rises  to  more  than  twenty-fivo  feet  above  sea  level;, 
practically  all  of  the  Island  is  aboiit  ten  foot  or  less  above  sea  level. 
Tho  higher  groimd  is  foiuid  at  tho  northurn  end  of  the  Islojnd  at  Love 
Point,  and  in  several  spots  along  tho  western  shore  as  far  south  as  the 
Matapeake  P'erry.  Frora  here  thi.  land  tapers  to  the  east  and  the  south  to 
aero  along  the  Eastern  Bay  and  along  the  eastern  side  of  Kent  Point. 

There  is  actually  a  very  small  percentage  of  forc:sted  area  on 
the  Island  but  because  of  the  overgrovm  character  ex  the  fencer ows.  a 
poi'scn  on   the  groiaid  vio\./ing  tlio  horizon  from  tho  middle  of  any  field 
gains  the  Irapression  that  there  is  much  v/ooded  land  off  in  tlie  distance. 
Phot.ogi-aphs  taken  from  a  height  of  about  seventy-five  feet,  from  one  of 
the  Government  Touers  near  iviatapeako  show  thc^  error  of  this  impression 
as  the  la.nd  is  almost  entirely  devoted  to  general  farming.  One  of  the 

principal  characteristics  of  tho  Isl.and  is  the  proximity  to  w;;iter.  The 
deep  indentui'es  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  Island  and  the  narrovviacss 
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of  the  necks  of  land  betrroen  thoso  indentvjcs  £.;p-d  the  Chesapeake  Pay  are 
such  that  there  are  very  few  points  anjTi'hero  on  the  Island  which  are  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  salt  v/ater. 

The  soil  of  -ihe  entire  Island  is  inclined  to  be  clayey  but 
seems  to  wash  rather  readily.  Since  the  area  has  been  devoted  to  farrdng 
for  sorne  hundrcdBof  years,  most  of  it  ',ath  practically  no  care,  the  soil 
in  raejiy  places  is  badly  depicted  and  crops  are  sparce.  Ivtuch  of  this 
condition  isj  of  course,  due  to  absentee  ovvnership.  Qi:ie  oxvner  residing  in 
Baltimore  ovms   upv/ai-ds  of  fifteen  farms  iri  vj-hich  he  is  reported  to  have 
invooted  his  funds  for  puz'poscs  of  fund  storage  and  in  order  to  create  a 
trust  for  his  children  and  grfindchildren.  The  practice  of  this  gcntlenicUi, 
generally,  seems  to  be-  to  rent  his  farms  on  a  fixed  fee  basis  j  leaving  it 
to  the  rentor  to  gain  as  niuch  as  possible  from  the  farm.  NtituraUy, 
under  these  conditions  the  renting  farmer  is  not  interested  in  the  build- 
ing and  conservation  of  the  soil  aid  ezaraijiation  of  lands  o\;Tied  by  this 
gGntloman  shov/s  the  disastrouc  results.  Crops  are  sparce  and  fields 
generally  shor/  thin  and  poor  soil.  During  this  visit  the  exact  naniber  of 
acres  oirned  by  this  individual  was  not  detci'irdnod  but  one  might  almost 
say  that  he  holds  at  least  fifty  percent  of  the  land  \:e3t  of  Cox  Creek 
for  the  full  length  of  the  Island,  Actual  determination  of  his  holdings, 
of  couj"se,  can  readily  be  made  at  the  Court  House. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  Island  above  Stevensville  appears 
to  be  in  a  much  better  condition.  Crops  are  heavier  and  the  soil  appears 
to  Ik-,   in  much  better  shape.  This  section  (from  Matapeaicoj  north)  is  also 
the  most  heavily  settled  area,  and  in  the  is-nEiediate  vicinity  of  Love  Point 
has  been  considerably  subdivided,  v.-ith  a  nuniber  of  substraitial  homes, 
located  there.  It  is  also  reported  that  in  this  area  land  is  simply  not 
for  sale,  the  farms  being  valued  by  the  present  o'.ciers  as  hom.e  sites  and 
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and  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  Also,  because  of  the  better  agricultiorcJ. 
condition  of  those  lands  they  are  held  for  considerably  higher  sihis  of 
money  than  is  usuaJ.ly  aslccd  for  farm  lands  in  Maryland.  Little  attcaition 
was  therefore  devoted  to  this  area  as  it  wa'j  deeiaed  inadvisable  to  vvith- 
draVi  aj"iy  more  farra  lands  for  park  purpOw^eSj  particularly  in  vie,/  of  the 
attitude  of  existing  owners  tov.'ard  the  sale  of  their  lands.  In  passing 
it  might  be  noted,  however,  that  along  the  western  shore  of  Lox^o  Point  as 
well  as  along  tlie  entire  T/ostern  shore  of  the  Island  there  is  a  serious 
erosion  problem  v;hich  would  have  to  be  given  consideration  shenild  the 
north  half  of  the  Island  bo  considered.  A  fui'thor  factor  in  eliminating 
the  north  half  of  the  Island  from  consid^ratio]":  i/as  the  existence  of  the 
B.'ltimore  and  Eastern  Railroad  r.-hich  terriiinates  at  Love  Point,  v/hich  is 
also  the  terminus  of  the  B:; It  1^ ore -Love  Point  Ferry.  There  arc  also 
several  hotel  properties  at  this  point 3  all  of  which  \.-ould  add  up  to  a 
considerable  sum  to  acquire.  A  fev;  miles  south  of  Love  Point  j.s  the  fairly 
populous  village  of  Stevonsvillc . 

Sovtth  from  Matapeakc  Ferry  stretches  the  long  neck  reaching 
for  approximately  seven  miles  to  Kent  Point,  and  it  v.'-.as  in  this  area  that 
a  more  intensive  ex£.mination  cas  !:iado.  Along  the  Bay  side  there  is 
generally  a  bank  or  bluff  which  varies  in  height  from  four  or  five  foot 
at  Kent  and  Bloody  Points  to  above  tv/cnty  feet  at  Hatapeake.  This  bank 
is  eroding,  althougli  not'  as  rapidly  as  some  other  portions  of  the  Island. 
The  beach  is  narrow  and  in  some  spots  practically  non-existent  although 
immediately  south  of  Matapeake  a  faifly  good  beach  has  been  built  up  by 
the  construction  of  jetties  by  the  Ferry  Company  to  protect  their  forry 
slips.  It  appears  that  anyi/here  along  this  shore  jettius  v;ould  have  to 
be  biiilt  in  any  case  in  order  to  preserve  the  bank  from  further  erosion. 
Such  jetties  T/ould  probably  build  up  a  beach  of  acceptable  width.  How- 
over,  at  Kent  Point  v;here  serious  erosion  has  carved  a  small  bay  into  the 
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land,  a  good  beach  v/as  oncountered  which  has  iii  front  of  it  a  long  stretch 
of  shalloT.'  water  suitable  for  bathers j  \.dth  a  good  hard  eand  bottom,  litre 
again  however,  the  boach  is  narrow  and  not  over  tvvo  hundred  yards  long. 

Along  the  entire  Eastern  Bay  and  its  tributaries}  the  land 
slopes  down  to  the  v/ater  \7ith  littj.e  or  no  bluffs.  There  is  much  marshy 
land  along  the  s/ater's  edge  and  in  some  of  the  lagoons  which  have  silted 
up  due  to  soil  eroding  from  adjc'.cent  farms.  In  general  there  is  a  sand 
beach  along  this  entire  stretch  biit  it  is  uiidirjcernible  to  the  oyc  be- 
cause of  the  rapid  growth  of  boach  grasses.  Wo  Vt'ere  informed  thut  this 
grass  is  practically  ii-upossiblG  to  oliininatc  and  that  an   soon  as  a  sand 
bar  or  spit  is  formed  it  is  rapidly  covjrod  v;ith  the  grass.  Therefore, 
such  beaches  as  occur,  Vviiich  in  any  case  arc  narrow,  arc:  completely 
coverod  Y;ith  a  dense  growth  of  grass  and  later  as  the  grass  provides  a 
foothold,  mjTtle  bush  comes  in. 

The  southern  tip  of  Kent  Point  is  eroding  so  rapidly  that  the 
evidences  are  divscerniblc  from  day  to  day  to  the  observer.  This  point  is 
exposed  to  the  east,  south,  and  west  and  is  subjected  to  cross  action 
of  v.-r.ves  resulting  from  conflicting  tide  currents.  The  waters  around  the 
point  for  a  distance  of  fifty  to  a  hundred  foot  from  the  beach  arc  at 
^ilmost  all  times  rendered  extremely  turbid  due  to  the  resulting  erosion. 
At  one  point  a  fine  grove  of  trees  has  been  vrashed  away  so  recently  that 
for  a  distance  of  well  ov.r  a  hundred  feet  out  into  the  -..'ater  trunks  and 
branches  are  piled  in  jack  straw  fashion.  Any  development  of  Kent  Point 
vfould,  therofore,  have  to  include  some  serious  measures  for  erosion 
control. 

Thci'6  are  nu'-iorous  inlets  into  the  brackish  ponds  in  the  area 
south  of  Matapeako,  all  of  which  i.-ould  offer  sorae  sort  of  harbor  for 
small  boats.  Many  of  these  inlets  are  blocked  by  marshes  and  sand  bars 
which  would  require  dredging.  Some  of  the  ponds  arc  too  shallow  to  uso 
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T/ithout  dreclj^lng.  All  of  them  are  bordered  to  a  considerable  extent  by 
marshy  areas  v/hich  v;ould  require  filling  in  to  render  the  shores  useable, 
or  extensive  raosq'oito  control  to  prevent  a  nuisance. 

At  no  place  along  the  entire  stretch  of  the  southern  half  of 
the  Island  v/as  a  beach  observed  vvhich  would  accomiriodate  a  large  public 
croud.  This  is  not  to  say  that  such  a  beach  could  not  be  developed  by 
the  proper  installation  of  jetties  and  the  dredging  in  of  sand  and  other 
constructive  and  protective  aoasuresj  but  none  exists  at  the  present  time 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  this  observer^  could  provide  facilities  of  the 
magnitude  contoiTiplatod. 

With  respect  to  the  requiromonts  for  the  Forest  Demonstration 
Area,  there  arc-  some  small  patches  of  fine  v.'oodland,  some -of  which  con- 
tain fine  trees.  I^iilc  some  of  those  areas  consist  largely  of  harduoods, 
the  prc-dominant  species  is  loblolly  pine.  Since  most  of  the  land  is  open 
the  development  of  a  forest  would  consist  principally  of  a  planting  program 
rather  than  the  management  of  an  existing  stand.  With  respect  to  re- 
creational devolopraent,  however,  some  of  the  hedgorov/s  and  overgro\m 
fencerov/3  contain  small  groves  which  might  provide  satisfactory  shade  for 
the  establishment  of  small  cottage  groups.  These  small  groups  could  be 
scattered  '..ddely  over  the  area  selected.  Non-existence  hov/cver,  of 
forested  land,  together  with  the  flat  and  rather  uninteresting  character 
of  the  topography  v/ould  eliminate  the  consideration  of  any  features  such 
as  trails  and  walics  over  interesting  and  varied  terrain  such  as  could 
be  provided  in  a  park  located  in  such  areas  as  Elk  Nock  or  lov/or  Calvert 
County. 

Ventilation  is  good  along  the  water's  edge  on  both  sides  of 
the  Island  since  the  prevailing  daily  breezes  vary  from  southwest  to 
southeast  on  almost  every  summer's  day.  Inland  from  the  v/ater's  edge 
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hoi/GVor,  the  flat  character  of  the  land  plus  the  axistence  of  ntunerous 
hedgerov/s  and  small  patches  of  i;oodlr.nd  block  tho  circulation  of  the 
prevailing  breeacs  in  a  fashion  not  gonorally  found  on  a  moro  rolling 
terrain  ^vhore  high  knollo  and  long  valleys  provide  nr:.tural  chann'els 
for  air  flow.   It  v/ould  bo  nocessai-y  therefore,  in  any  development  of 
cottage  groups  to  open  tho  variouG  groves  up  b;/  extensive  clearing  and 
trimming  so  that  air  could  freely  circulate. 

Fishing  is,  of  course^  good  on  all  sides  of  tho  Island  and 
much  oystering  and  crabbing  is  carried  on  in  this  area  also.  The  v/ater 
is  nearly  as  salty  as  is  found  at  Solomons  Island  and  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  Dr.  Trxiitt,  be  satisfactory  for  the  establishraent  of  a  marino 
biological  laboratory.  This  is  about  as  far  north,  hov.-ever,  as  Dr.  Truitt 
would  care  to  go  in  establishing  a  laboratory  as  it  is  believed  that 
v;aters  above  Love  Point  or  Rock  Hall  are  too  fresh  to  meet  tho  require- 
ments  of  the  Laboratory.  Sea  nettles  are  as  numerous  around  Kent  IslaJid 
as  anyuhere  in  the  Bay,  but  siiice  this  is  a  characteristic  of  all  the 
other  sites  v/ith  the  exception  of  Elk  Neck,  it  is  a  problem  that  Y;ould 
have  to  bo  faced  in  any  case. 

At  tho  extreme;  southern  end  of  the  Island  is  an  area  of  almost 
foui'  hundred  acres  T.tiich  has  boon  abandoned  and  has  grovm  up  in  scrub 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  v:ould  be  expensive  to  redevelop  it  for  agricul- 
ture. This  area  coiald  be  purchased  at  a  reason;:ible  price  and  there  has 
already  been  some  correspondonce  bctv/'.on  the  Department  of  Forests  and 
Parks  and  the  ovvncrs  on  this  subject.  In  addition  to  this  four  hundred 
acres  only  tr/o  or  three  other  ovmers  v;ould  have  to  btj  dealt  v;ith  in  order 
to  acquire  the  minimuni  one  thousand  acres  contemplated  by  tho  Board. 

Botv/oen  Matapeake  and  Stovensvillc:  and  on  the  Eastern  Bay  side 
of  tho  Island  lies  a  parcel  of  property  ovmcd  by  the  Episcopal  Church  of 
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Stovonsvillo,  vjhich  might  possibly  bo  utilized  cs  c.   second  choice-  sito 
for  the  proposed  park  property.  It  is  located  in  the  neck  of  land  bct\;con 
Warehou.EC  Creek  and  Thompson  Creek  and  it  extends  from  the  highv^ay  to  the 
v/ator's  edge.   It  includes  a  fine  wood  lot  cf  about  r,  hundred  acres.  To 
the  west  of  this  property  and  to  the  vrost  of  the  State  Road  Route  4-04. 
lion  property  o\med  by  Dr.  Cook  and  v/hich  uas  formerly  his   home  site. 
This  also  is  a  splendid  piece  of  property  although  it  is  partly  farmed, 
and  again  tlie  State  vraxild  have  to  face  the  difficulty  of  acquiring  it  from 
Dr.  Cook.  Ilc-xt  to  the  Kent  Point  property  or  perhaps  of  equal  value  v/ith 
it  this  is  considered  to  bo  about  the  most  satisfactory  site  on  Kent 
Island  for  a  Bay  Side  P:.'.rk. 
wIATAFEAKE  FESKi   Gl'.OUMDS: 

Should  it  b(;  found  inexpedient  to  select  any  of  the  areas  of 
Kent  Island  for  a  Day  Side  Park  it  should  nevertheless  be  noted  that  the 
State  Ferry  Commission  ovms  approxis;:tely  80  acres  of  land  at  Matapeako 
about  equa.lly  divided  by  the  Ferry  Slip.  The  southern  half  of  the  area 
contains  a  splendid  grove  of  trees,  and  at  one  time  \:a3   used  as  a  public 
bathing  ground  by   the  Ferry  Company.  v;hich  formerly  operated  the  ferry. 
This  grove  is  even  nov;  used  informally  by  numerous  picnic  parties  and 
bathers.  Some  of  the  beach  at  this  point  is  already  satisfactory  for  small 
groups.  Consideratio2i  might  therefore  be  given  to  the  operation  of  those 
eighty  acres  as  a  small  park  or  roadside  rocroation  area  since  it  is  so 
readily  available  to  the  nitierous  people  using  the  ferry.  It  is  quite- 
possible  for  persons  from  the  more  populous  areas  of  the  Y/ustern  Shore 
to  drive  to  Sandy  Point;,  park  their  automobiles,  and  by  means  cf  a  prompt, 
inexpensive  and  not  too  long  furry  ride,  r^^ach  this  area  for  a  day's 
outing. 

To  the  south  of  the  State  Ferry  property  and  immediately  ad- 
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jacont  thcrctoj  arc  five  small  negro   holdings  of  extremely  poor  typo 
which  woTild  probe: bly  be  quite  inexpansivo  to  acquire .  It  r/ould  bo 
highly  desirable  in  the  operation  of  any  bathing  boach  at  this  point  to 
bxij   those  parcels  as  they  X'ould  add  fifty  to  one  hundred  acres  of  highly 
desirable  woodland  Hhich  v/ould  enlarge  the  Ferry  property  to  the  point 
v/here  it  v.'ould  provide  a  very  fine  small  park. 

The  State  Department  of  Health  suggests  that  it  might  be  do- 
sirL.ble,  in  the  event  that  public  bathing  is  instituted  at  this  placu, 
to  arrajigc  v/ith  the  operators  of  the  Ferry  Boats  to  close  their  toilet 
facilities  or  in  some  manner  to  excl'ude  the  public  from  using  them  v;hilo 
the  boats  are  in  dock  as  this  might  conceivably  create  a  pollution 
problem. 
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INVESTIGATION  MID   REPORT  0NL3CATI0K  OF  PROPOSED  BAYS  IDE  STATE  i^ARK 
Memoranda  Report  on  Field  Trips 
Drum  Point  Site  -  June  20  and  July  25,  194-5 

The  Drum  Point  site  extends  from  approximately  one  half  mile 
west  of  Drum  Point  on  the  Patuxent  River,  arcund  the  Point  and  north 
along  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  Little  Cove  Point  and  thence  generally 
v«'estward  to  the  Solomons  Island  State  Road  and  Mill  Greek.  This  property 
is  almost  entirely  forested,  Th$  forests  vary  in  degree  of  maturity  and 
type  of  trees,  some  areas  bearing  a  mixtiu'-e  of  loblolly  ^:4nd  Virginia 
Pine,  some  a  mixture  of  hardwoods  in  various  degree  of  maturity,  some 
areas  having  recently  been  lumbered  off,  with  second  and  thJTd  grov;th 
timber  remaining  and  some  areas  possessing  fine  stands  of  relativoly 
mature  timber. 

The  principal  characteristic  cf  this  area  is,  of  course,  the 
high  bluffs  knoTtn  as  the  Calvert  Cliffs,  which  extend  along  the  v/hole 
Calvert  County  shore  from  Chesapeake  Beach  south  almost  to  Drum  Point. 
With  regard  to  this  particular  site,  the  cliffs  rise  to  a  height  of 
appro3:imately  120  feet  from  LittP.e  Cove  Point  southward  about  half  way 
to  Drum  Point.  From  there  they  graduiilly  decrease  in  height.  At  Drtu'a 
Point. there  is  a  wide  beach  and  sand  bar.  Along  the  Patuxent  River  side 
of  the  property  there  is  a  bluff  approximately  tvranty  to  twenty-five 
feet  in  height.  Another  marked  feature  of  this  property  is  the  rolling 
character  of  its  terrain.  A  network  of  small  streams  and  ravines  breaks 
up  the  surface  of  the  land,  v/hich  y/ould  otherwise  form  a  plateau  approxi- 
mately one  hundred  twenty  to  one  hundred  twenty-five  feet  above  sea  level. 
These  small  streams  and  ravines  also  intersect  and  break  up  tJ-ie  line  of 
cliffs  along  the  Bay,  so  tiiat  there  is  no  spot  v;herc  access  to  the  bvoach 
through  the  cliffs  cfJinot  be  had  within  a  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
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iVlany  of  the  bottoras  of  these  ravines  or  valleys  are  broad  enough  to 
permit  the  development  of  picnic  groirnds  and  access  roads  to  the  beach. 
Several  of  the  valleys  throi^gh  the  Gliff.<:;  contain  rapidly  flowing 
streams,  small  lakes  or  marshes. 

The  cliffs  themselves  are  spectacular,  being  exceedingly  abrupt 
in  their  rise.  For  this  vr:ry  reason,  ho^irovor,  they  present  a  problera 
with  respect  to  public  park  use  as  they  could  readily  be  classed  as  an 
attractive  nuisance,  daJigorous  to  children  or  persons  of  adventurous 
spirit.  The  cliffs  consist  of  cla.7  which  in  places  is  eroded  or  under- 
mined by  rein  or  v/avo  action,  consequently  there  is  no  adequate  footing 
for  those  attempting  to  climb  thorn.  It  is  iraportnnt  to  keop  in  mindj 
thcref orcj  that  some  form  of  protection  might  bo  required  along  the  tops 
of  the  cliffs  for  snail  children.  On  the  other  hand,  the  tops  of  the 
cliffs  arc  not  as  favorable^  a  location  for  cottages  as  are  some  of  the 
areas  closer  to  Drum  Point  and  along  i'iill  Creek  or  in  some  of  the  wider 
valleys  which  cut  through  the  bluffs. 

The  entire  three  mile  stretch  along  the  base  of  the  cliffs 
offers  an  interesting  opportunity  for  strollnng  or  hiking  along  the  shore 
line.  The  cliffs  are  indented  in  long  sweeping  coves,  are  interestingly 
eroded  end  at  certain  spots  present  curiously  formed  niasses  of  rock. 
These,  v-.dth  the  ravines  and  v;:lleys  vhich  break  up  the  cliffs,  offer 
interesting  opportunity  for  divei'ting  side  trips.  The  beach  itself  under 
these  bluffs  is  extremel;/  narrov;  throujjhout  most  of  the  stretch  and  at 
some  places  at  high  tide  is  non-ezistent.  At  low  tid>:>  it  is  possibl.;  to 
walk  along  the  entire  length  of  the  area.  In  addition  to  the  interusting 
physical  aspects  of  thcscj  cliffs  thc^rc  are,  of  course,  the  famous  Calvert 
Cliff  fossils  which,  in  spots,  form  solid  calcareous  deposits.  Along 
considerable  stretches  wave  action  has  eroded  raa.ny  sh.-lls  from  those 
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fosuil  deposits  J  and  these  literally  cover  the  beaches.  Thoy  provide 
an  interesting,  intcllcctiial  objective  for  many  persons. 

At  Drujn  Point  there  is  a  beach  of  good  quality  which  is  quite 
wide  and  stretchoE  for  ^.   considerable  distance  both  along  the  Patu:x:cnt 
River  and  the  Chssapoako  Bay.  It  ±z   interrupted  at  the  ejctremc  point  by 
the-  property  of  the  light hou.so  service  and  the  lighthouso  located  there. 
IfflKcdiatcly  to  the  \7C&t  of  the  Point  is  an  old  abandoned  raanor  house 
surrounded  by  open  fields  v.hich  are  r.bandoned  but  still  contain  fine 
pasture  and  could  still  be  cultivated.  This  section  offers  an  opportunity 
for  the  location  of  cottagoc,  cai.wing  facilities  and  sports  requiring 
open  areas  of  cleared  land, 

liiunediately  back  of  Drujn  Point  is  Dru.-n  Point  Pondj  half  a  mile 
further  north  is  Little  Fresh  Creek  which  is  a  fresh  water  pondj  and 
still  further  north  another  half  mile,  is  Fresh  Creek,  a  large  fresh  i/ator 
pond  of  irregular  outline,  sura-ounded  by  rolling  land  and  l-Jiolls  rising 
to  heights  of  eighty  to  one  hundred  feet.  This  is  one  of  the  loveliest 
spots  on  the  property.  Lo.rgc  portions  of  the  water  sui-face  are  covered 
by  v;-ater  lilios,  the  v/atcr  contains  nmnerous  fresh  water  fish,  and  the 
shore  lines  present  interesting  vistas  from  knolls  v;here  cottages  could 
be  located.  The  shores  are  covered  with  vegetation  to  the  water's  edge, 
however,  and  in  some  places  the  shores  are  quite  marshy.  It  is  possible 
that  control  of  mosquitoes  might  bo  necessary,  although  the  fish  life  of 
this  pond  might  adfiquatoly  keep  mosquitoes  under  control. 

Still  f-Lirthor  north  is  found  another  fairly  good  secondary 
bathing  beach.  This  is  located  approximately  one  mile  south  of  Little 
Cove  Point.  There  are  several  small  ponds  or  marshy  areas  behind  this 
beach.  At  this  point  the  bluffs  do  not  come  down  sharply  to  the  Bay, 
and  the  beach  is  approximately  fifteen  to  t\/enty  feet  wide.  The  water 
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is  about  six  foot  doop  at  a  distcncc  of  one  himdred  feet  offshore. 

Tho  property  is  boimded  on  the  v.-ost  from  iBcsons   Govs  northward 
by  Jvlill  Creekj  which  oxtuuds  c.s  a  tidal  octLuarj?-  for  a  distance  of  r.bout 
one  end   one-quarter  inile.   It  popsoss  an  irrogul.arly  indented  shore  line 
oji  well  protected  v/ater  where  bouting  could  be  enjoyed.  The  northern  part 
of  this  crook  is  narrovj  LTaddy  and  shallow?,  hovfever,  and  the  shores  are 
not  particularly  attractive.  There  is  a  poscibility  that  thi.'ough  judicious 
clearing  and  cleaning  up  they  could  be  made  to  serve  as  additional  areas 
for  cottage  dovelopraent.  Being  inland  and  covered  with  pino  forest,  they 
are  inclined  to  be  hot  in  the  suirmor  tiiao  as  the  breezes  do  not  seei?;  to 
penetrate  tliis  far  into  the  creek.  This  t-ection  affords  tho  only  adequate 
safe  harbor  for  small  boats  that  can  be  found  on  the  property  unless  cxi 
entrance  is  dredged  ii'ito  one  of  the  ponds  v/hich  are  located  near  Drun 
Poiiit,  It  has  been  proposc;d  that  a  boat  hiarbor  could  be  constriictcd  cjn 
the  Patuxent  River  side  at  Driuii  Point.  This  is  possible  and  v/ould  provide 
protection  ogainst  storms  and  roxigh  v/ators  resulting  from  wiiids  fron  all 
directions.  Hov/ever,  the  Patuxent  River  itself  is  so  v.ddc  at  this  point 
that  lath  castj  southeast  or  scittherl;/  winds  of  any  serious  proportions 
wave  action  .might  bo  highly  dctrinental  to  very  small  boats,  even  after 
construction  of  proper  riooring  facilities.  There  isj  of  couxse,  a  very 
adequate  harbor  for  all  kinds  of  boats  st  Solonions  Island,  a  mile  west  of 
this  point  where  the  entrance  to  Mill  Creek  is  found. 

Inland  the  forested  areas  provide  nojay   attractive  v/oodland 
trails  along  old  luEber  roads  and  along  the  old  public  roads  v;hich 
originally  provided  access  to  the  Drtmi  Point  farm  properties.  The  ir- 
regular rolling  topography  of  tho  area  would,  of  coi^rse,  provide  oppor- 
tuiiity  for  the  further  dovelopnont  of  attractive  hikiiig  trails  and  for 
demonstration  of  coinprohensivo  forestry  practice.  There  are  a  few  piu-cels 
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of  cultivated  Icuid  on  the  northern  portion  of  this  property  comprising  in 
all  not  nore  than  several  hundred  acres  out  of  a  total  of  twentj-aix 
hiUidred.  These  properties  do  not  appear  to  be  particularly  rich  in 
quality  and  are  devoted  to  general  farming  such  as  v;hoat  and  corn  ■..dth 
sorae  foY.-  spots  of  tobacco.  At  Little  Cgvg  Point  the  old  iiarshall  House 
is  located  on  a  knoll  v;hich  provides  a  lovely  vista  over  a  long  sloping 
meadovi-  leading  doxrn  to  the  Bay  at  Brick  Landing.  A  cottage  colony  could 
probably  be  developed  at  this  site  with  the  old  nansion  house  as  a  focal 
point.  The  old  manor  house  at  the  Druin  Point  property  v/ould  also  provide 
a  focal  point  for  additional  facilities.  Both  houses  are  scnev;hat  run 
dov.-n  but  sti-ucturally  are  still  sound. 

The  Druiu  Point  site  is  adequately  serviced  by  a  hard  surface 
road  running  along  most  cf  the  Vi'cstorn  side.  Actual  access  to  the  beaches 
and  to  the  3jiterior  cf  the  property  v/ould  involve  the  dGvelopment  or  ira- 
provenent  of  existing  trails  and  dirt  roads  to  the  extent  of  some  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  at  least.  The  Bvmn   Point  property  itself  is  served  by  a 
fairly  good  gravel  road  from  Cherry  Hill  where  it  joins  the  hard  surface 
road  and  v7ould  require  the  construction  of  only  about  a  half  nilo  of 
additional  road  to  reach  the  v/ator  front  at  Drum  Point  proper. 

The  property  is  well  ventilated  along  the  Bay  sxxd   Patuxent 
River  sides  by  the  prevailing  winds  v;hich  also  reach  inland  through  the 
numerous  draws  and  ravinos  opening  through  the  bluffs  so  th;.t  cottages 
and  cajnp  sites  located  on  the  knolls  within  the  ravines  would  probably 
be  cool  and  well  ventilated.  The  Mill  Creek  side  is  likely  to  be  hot, 
as  the  prevailing  winds  do  net  reach  in  so  far.   Inland  of  coxirse,  in  the 
heaviljr  forested  areas  there  would  be  little  breeze  at  any  time,  but  since 
these  areas  are  shaded  and  would  be  ujjeful  primarily  for  hiking  rjid  for 
forestry  this  is  not  important. 
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There  is  an  appr.rent  problem  of  erosion  along  the  Calvert 
Cliffs  './hich  in  actual  fact  is  not  as  serioiis  as  first  appears.  Un- 
questionably the  cliffs  are  receding  slowly,  but  it  is  only  the  rare  and 
unusual  storms  v/hich  cause  most  of  the  erosion  and  these  occuo'  at  long 
intervals  of  time.  The  last  such  serious  storm  v/as  the  tropical 
hurricf-.nc  of  1933.  A  marker  placed  near  Camp  Conoy  shortly  after  that 
storm  states  that  the  face  of  the  cliff  was  fifty-five  feet  distant 
when  the  marker  \.'as  placed.   On  the  occasion  of  this  visit  in  194-5}  the 
distance  vms  paced  at  approximately  fifty-fear  feet,  AlloVifing  for 
inaccuracies  in  pacing,  there  has  been  practically  no  erosion  at  that 
spot  in  something  over  ten  years. 

The  base  of  the  cliffs  is  composed  of  an  ijnusually  dense  s^and 
clay  material  virhich  might  be  termed  a  shale  in  process  of  formation  and 
is  in  fact  quite  rock-like  in  character  until  exposed  to  the  air  for 
considerable  time.  There  are  also  strata  of  an  iron  ore  material  which 
is  in  fact  a  rock.  Some  of  the  other  strata  consists  of  extremely  dense 
clay.  These  materials  erode  very,  very  slovirly  and  the  erosion  problem 
is  therefore  not  considered  serious  enough  in  this  area  to  warrant  any 
particular  attention. 

The  Cedar  Point  Air  Base  of  the  Navy  lies  directly  across  the 
Patuxent  River  from  Drum  Point,  There  is  considerable  traffic  both  in 
the  air  and  on  the  water  and  there  is  a  large  amount  of  movement  between 
Solomons  Island  and  the  Air  Base  at  times.  Whether  or  not  those  factors 
virould  detract  from  the  recreational  value  of  the  lower  end  of  the  Drum 
Point  property  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  but  is  set  forth  here  merely  as 
an  observation.  This  obscrv.-;r  considers  them  as  a  nuisance  and  a  detrac- 
tion. 
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With  respect  to  the  potential  dovelopmont  of  the  Mill  Crock 
portion  of  tho  Drua  Point  property,  in  addition  to  the  shores  bejjig 
somewhat  Liuddy  and  covered  "v/lth  grass  and  tho  water  shalloY;,  there  is 
tho  qi-iostion  of  what  typo  of  dcvclopnont  night  tako  place  on  the  property 
on  thu  opposite  shore.  This  property  would,  of  course,  be  held  by  others 
in  tlie  event  that  tho  Drum  Pojiit  site  is  puxchaeed  for  the  State  Park. 
Since  tho  Creek  is  narrow  at  this  point  any  large  development  on  the 
opposite  shore  T/oaJrl  natiirally  be  detrimental  to  the  value  of  the  property. 
Tho  creek  itself  is  at  present  cluttered  vdth  the  scuttled  hulls  of 
old  schooners  and  other  old  vessels.  These  are  not  necessarily  a  detri- 
ment as  there  is  a  ccrtajjri  romantic  atmosphere  about  such  old  hulls. 
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i:.^ves?ict/.tiom  a^'d  report  on  location  of  proposed  eayside  state  pari: 

ileiaoT&nda   Report  of  Field  Trips  -  Lusby  Site  -  June  22  and  July  2L,   l?-:^? 

This  site  in  lower  Calvert  County  tras  first  investigated  because 
of  tv.o  large  parcels  of  land  located  near  Lusby  which  were  thought  to  be 
suitable  for  park  purposes.  These  parcels  are  the  Bancroft  property,  west 
of  St;-'te  Highv;ay  #2  and  north  of  Johns  Creek,  a  tributary  of  St,  Leonard  Creek, 
and  thv:.  Goldstein  propei-Lj'-,  east  of  the  State  Hidr.vay  and  iiorth  of  Carap  Conoy, 
the  Baltiiaore  Y.  M.  C.  A.  caiiip.  It  appears  that  th-se  tv^o  properties  alone 
would  app>"oxL:.ate  1,000  acres  or  .aore.  In  vie;-;  of  the  fact  that  no  adecjuate 
beach  is  fou::u'i  on  either  of  the  properties,  hov;ever,  it  v;as  fouiid  necessary 
to  include  additional  prop^^rty  to  the  north  to  include  a  sandy  beach  and 
projecting  sandy  point  located  at  Flag  Pond,  about  one  half  iriile  belo?;  Long 
Beach,  Ysith  this  additional  propierty  included  the  area  under  study  embraces 
something  more  than  2,000  acres. 

In  general  it  .nay  be  said  that  the  topography  of  this  are?  resembles 
very   closely  the  northern  part  of  the  Dnm  Point  site,  being  approxi;!iately 
100  to  120  feet  above  sea  lei'-el  at  the  highest  pl.-'ces,  but  presenting  a  rolling 
character  because  of  the  nuiTierous  v^ater  courses  that  cut  the  surface  of  the 
ground  in  all  dir^^ctions.  It  is  typical  of  the  whole  Calvert  Cliffs  area. 
Along  tlie  Bay  front  tht:.  Calvtit.  Cliffs  prevail,  rising  abruptly  from  the  Bay 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  found  on  the  Dram  Point  property.  The  cliffs  are 
cut  by  water  courses  at  frequent  intervals  which  m;;.kv,s  access  to  the  boach 
possible  at  a  n'ai'riber  of  places.  Along  the  x^est  side  the  prop^-rty  borders  on 
St.  Leonard  Cretk,  v,hich  i/vas  found  to  b^-  much  more  attractive  in  character  than 
was  Mill  Creek  which  borders  the  west  side  of  the  Drimi  Point  property,  St. 
Leonard  Greek  is  deeper  and  v.dder  and  the  shore  line  presents  in  gen^^ral  a 
jaore  pleasing  aspect.  On  the  south  the  property  borders  on  Johns  Crv,ek  which 
reaches  aLaost  to  Camp  Conoy  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  is  a  deep  tidal  estuary 


-  86  -^ 


£ov  aLuost  one  lidle  eastvjard  froia  St.  Ltionnrd  Croek.     For  the  remaindor  of  its 
courso,    it  is  moroly  struturi. 

The  Bancroft  prop-rty  is  op^^rattd  as  a  farm.     It  contains  666  acr>.;S, 
but  only  about  100  acres,    divid-^d  in  a  ;iii..ibcr  of  fiolds^    is  actually  cultivatt-d. 
The;  property  contains  barns  in  excellent  condition  and  all  the  nsct-ssary   equip- 
raent  to  operatt   a  tobacco  and  /jcnural  crop  farm.     This  property  also   contains 
a  iiiodurn  brick  rtsidenco  of  first  class  quality.     It  is  repcrt-^d  that  the 
pi-operty  is  for  sale  at  a  prico  of  $42,000.     The;  huild-ings  alone  ar-j  probably 
v.'orth  at  present  prices,    C20,000  to   (23, 000.     This  property,   bordering  on  St. 
Leonard  Cre-..k5  v/ouli  provide  a  nujaber  of   splendid   sites  for  cottage  groups. 
The  propert.y  consists  of  high  knolls  ".ath  long  slopes  raacning  to  the  river, 
Tvith  splenciid  groves  of  tr^es  or  forest  on  jaosc.  of  the   area.     The   shore  front 
is  irregular  and  indented,   and  v;hilu  there    is  little  actual  open  beach  because 
of  the   grass  and  vegetation,   btaches  could  be  easily  dev-:;loped  by  clearing  the 
Vv-getcition  as  the  soil  is  hard  sand.      The   riv-,T  bottom  adjacent  to  tht  shore  is 
also  of  fairly  hard  sand  although  so;:.e  slight  coveri'ng  of  i;iud  )rd.ght  be.   encounter- 
ed. 

To  the  east  of  the  State  road,    on  the  Goldstein  property,   there  ere 
also  a  niuribtr  of  cioltivated  fields  vhich  flight  iunount  to  sevcrrl  hundred  acres. 
These  lands  are  all  cultivated,   the  principal  crops  app?rt-ntly  being  corn, 
wheat  and  tobacco.     There  are  a  nuraber  of  farm  residences,  vjhich  are  mostly 
occupied  by  tenants.     The  Goldstein  property  is  held,  as  s  unit  under  a  single 
ov.'nership  and  it  is  repoi-ted  that  tiie  property  vjas  bought  up  sOi:.e  years  ago 
for  purposes   of   speculative  shore  front   development.      Such  develop;ment   has  not 
up  to   bh^r,  mcaent  taken  plf;ce.     There  is   an  old  mcnor  house  located  on  the 
property,    overlooking  the  Bay  at  the  head  of  a  long  slope  through  thv>  cliffs. 
A  lovely  vista  of  the  Bay  is  provided  at  this  point.     The  general  characteristic 
of  the  beach  under  tlie  cliffs  and  the  cliffs  tii^mseTves  is  very  much    uhe  srme 
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as  v;as  descri'r-xl  ior  the  Drura  Point   site  and  no  further  detailed  description 
need  be  -^iven  here.     The  forested  areas  v.'hich  comprise  over  tv/o-thirds  of 
the  entire   site  are  generally  sLnilar  also,   being  ;:!a.de  up  in  part  of  second 
or  third  growth  nine  and  of  hard^voods  in  various  stages  of  iaaturity  incluiling 
some  very  fine  troves  of  trees.     All  the   open  areas  arc  under  cultivation  at 
tiie  present   tii^ie. 

Since  no   satisfactory  beach  ^^■as  found  an^nc-here  on  either  the  Bancroft 
or  Goldstein  properties,    it  waa  necessary  to  look  further,    as  a  good  beach 
was   considered  essential  to  the   selection  of   any  site;.      Li^.iediately  to  the 
north  of  tht  Goldstein  property  and  approxiiri.it e?uy  onu  half  to  three-quarters 
of  a  /iiile  south  of  Long  Beach  f    spit   of  land  wrs  ooserved  projecting;  into  the 
Bay  to  foriii  a  protected  harbor  at  the  po.int  \vhere  r.   stretch  of  beach  svreeps 
around  u\  a  long  arc  to  meet  the  Calvert  Cliffs.     Behind  the  beach,   between 
the  water  and  the   cliffs,   is  a  flat   shelf  of  land  approxlrriately  one-quarter 
mile  wide  at  its  widest  point,    and  runa.Lng  the  full   ]  ensth  of  the  beach.     To 
the  north  of  the  point  the  beach  extends  beyond  Long;  Beach  at  v-fbich  point  th... 
shelf  of  l';nd  becoiiics  nonexistent  attain.  ■  The  Calvert  bluffs, of  course,    rise 
to  the  v/v.st  of  this   shelf  of  land  and  forra  rn  escsrpjnynt  ivhich  parallels  the 
shore  for  one  and  a  In-lf  miles  boiforc  again  meeting  the  virater's  edge.     Here 
vi/oald  be  a   splendid  site  for  a  pub.lic  beach  and  general  facilities   for  larc's 
public   groups.      Thi    beach  is   quite  i«ide  end  in  fret  affords   one   of  the  bost 
bathing  spots  observed  among  all  the  areas  visited.     It  is  equalled  in  qualjlty 
only  by  Srndy  point  and  Point  Lookout.     The  DriLm  Po.i.nL  be-'ch  does  not  appear 
to  be  quite  as   good  a].t;iougii  thoroughly  adequate. 

The  cove  behind  the  sandy  point  at  Flag  Pond  provides  a  harbor  for 
small  boats  v;hich  affords  protection  from  all  storms  except  those  coming 
directly  from  the  southeast.      Some  question  might  be  raised  as  to  whether 
this  vould  be  suitable  for  verv  Gmrill  craft  and  it  might  be  necessary  to  provide 
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some  sort  of  barrier  or  breakwater.  However,  there  is  a  commercial  fisher- 
man renting  and  occupying  this  site  at  the  moment  Virho  maintains  numerous 
boats  and  floating  equipment  there,  and  his  small  boats  appear  to  ride  at 
anchor  quite  satisfactorily  against  all  storms  including  those  from  the 
southeast. 

One  phenomenon  of  some  importance  in  connection  with  the  use  of 
the  beaches  under  the  Calvert  Cliffs  was  observed.  Because  of  the  daily 
shift  of  the  prevailing  Virinds  from  the  southwest  in  the  morning  to  south 
or  east  of  south  in  the  afternoon,  and  because  the  cliffs  run  in  a  north 
and  south  direction,  there  vfould  be  little  daily  breezes  along  the  face  of 
the  cliffs  until  late  in  the  afternoon  on  most  days  in  the  summer.  Further- 
more, in  the  morning  hours  the  sun  shining  on  the  bare  cliffs  which  rise 
abruptly  from  the  water's  edge  causes  an  intense  reflection  of  sunlight 
from  their  bare  stirfaces  and  makes  the  beaches  under  these  cliffs  very 
hot.  This,  of  course,  ivould  not  be  the  case  v/ith  the  proposed  public 
bathing  beach  to  the  north  as  the  cliffs  recede  a  considerable  distance 
to  the  west  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  beach  projects  into  the  Bay 
at  the  sand  spit,  where  the  prevailing  winds  are  less  obstructed. 

Along  St.  Leonard  Creek,  the  prevailing  Yirinds  blev;  in  a  generally 
northerly  direction  up  the  creek  and  the  fairly  high  knolls  and  points  on 
which  the  cottage  developments  vfould  take  place  arc  well  ventilated.   One 
difficulty  that  needs  to  be  considered  with  respect  to  this  property  is  that 
persons  desiring  to  bring  small  boats  around  into  St.  Leonard  Creek  for  use 
in  conjunction  xilth   any  cottages  v/hich  might  be  developed  at  that  point, 
vifould  have  a  long  jom-ney  around  Solomon's  Island  and  up  the  Patuxent  Bivcr 
from  the  Bay  in  order  to  get  into  the  Creek.  Since  there  is  some  talk  of  the 
Navy  permanently  closing  the  Patuxent  River  against  general  public  traffic 
as  part  of  their  experimentation  and  research  program,  now  being  carried  on 
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in  these  wators,  this  raises  a  serious  question  \7ith  respect  to  the  iise 
of  St.  Leonard  Greek, 

Generally  speaking  the  area  as  a  whole  appears  very  desirable. 
There  is  no  question  but  v;hat  the  section  along  the  cliffs,  \7herc  high 
Icnolls  are  found,  and  along  St.  Leonard  Creek  could  bo  developed  for 
cottage  colonly  uses.  Numerous  trails  for  hiking  could  be  developed  along 
the  cliff  tops,  vjp.ter   courses,  and  along  the  existing  secondary  roads. 
The  point  at  Flag  Pond  at  the  northern  edge  of  the  area  provides  adequate 
public  bathing  facilities,  and  there  is  at  that  point  a  harbor  v.'hich,  v/hile 
open  to  the  southeast  v.'ould  be  satisfactoiy  for  itin=.rant  motor  cruisers 
and  for  such  boats  as  ivoiild  be  required  for  use  on  the  Bay  front.  Cost 
of  acquiring  the  property  v^ould  be  a  little  greater  than  at  Drum  Point  and 
it  has  been  reported  that  the  Goldstein  people,  having  had  potential  plans 
for  developing  the  property  for  private  cottage  and  beach  front  use,  might 
demand  a  high  price.  So  far  as  actual  values  are  concerned,  with  the 
exception  of  the  cultivated  fields,  the  majority  of  the  area  is  worth  only 
what  mixed  woodlrind  v/ould  bring,  that  is  from  |;10  to  $15  per  acre  depending 
upon  the  degree  of  maturity  of  stand. 
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A  BILL  ENTITLED 

M  ACT  to  add  a  neiv  section  to  Article  19A  of  the  Anno- 
tated Code  of  Public  General  Laws  of  Mar/land  (1943 
Supplement),  title  "Conservation  of  Natural  Resources," 
sub-title  "Board  of  Natural  Resources,"  said  neY»  section 
to  be  Icno^m  as  Section  4-A  and  to  follovir  inimediately 
after  Section  U   of  said  Article,  authorizing  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of 
Natural  Resources  to  acquire  by  gift  or  pixrchase  real 
property  adjacent  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  tribu- 
taries to  be  used  as  a  demonstration  area  or  areas  for 
the  social  and  economic  betterment  of  the  people  of 
Maryland . 

Section  1.  BE  IT  ENACTED  BY  THE  GEl^IERAL  ASSEhlBLY  OF  f;iARILAI>ID ,  That  a  new 
section  be  and  it  is  hereby  added  to  Article  19A  of  the  Annotated  Code  of  Public 
General  Laws  of  Maryland  (194-3  Sixpplement) ,  title  "Conservation  of  Natural 
Resources,"  sub-title  "Board  of  Natural  ResovLrces,"  said  nev/  section  to  be 
knoi'im  as  Section  4A,  to  follov;  immediately  after  Section  4  of  said  Article  and 
to  read  as  follows  s 

4A.  The  Board  of  Natural  E.esources  is  hereby  authorized  to  conduct  investi- 
gations and  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  seciiriiig  a  suitable  site  or  sites  for 
a  recreation  and  demonstration  area  or  areas  adjacent  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
and  its  tributaries  and  to  make  v.'ritten  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  concerning  its  findings.  The  Board  of  Public  ft'orks  is  hereby  authorized 
to  make  a  study  of  the  recommendations  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Natural  Resources 
and  to  determine  therefrom  the  location  of  a  site  or  sites  to  be  used  as  a 
recreation  and  demonstration  area  or  areas  most  advantageous  to  the  people  of 
Jilaryland . 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  is  hereby  authorized  to  confer  vdth  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners  in  the  County  or  Couiities  in  which  the  site  is  located  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  approval  of  the  Eoard  or  Boards  of  County  Commis- 
sioners, if  possible,  of  an  agreement  vifhereby  the  County  or  Counties  would  re- 
ceive reimbuTscraent  for  any  reduction  in  the  tax  assessable  basis  arising  out 
of  the  acquisition  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  property  in  the  County 
or  Counties  to  be  used  for  the  p'tirpose  aforesaid. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works,  after  having  given  due  consideration  to  the  written 
recoraiTiendations  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Natiiral  Resources,  is  hereby  authorized, 
as  funds  are  made  available  in  the  budget,  to  acquire  by  gift  or  purchase  real 
property  adjacent  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  tributaries,  said  property  so 
acquired  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  shall  be  used  as  a  recreation  and  demon- 
stration area  or  areas  for  the  social  and  economic  betterment  of  the  people  of 
Maryland  and  shall  be  administered  by  one  or  more  of  the  several  Departments 
repres-;ntcd  on  the  Board  of  Natural  Resources. 

No  funds  made  available  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  A.ct  shall  be  used - 
to.  acquire  any  property  Vi/hich  is  being  operated  as  a  bathing  beach  or  beach 
resort  and  which  has  b-en  so  operated  for  two  years  immediately  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  Act, 
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Eighty-five  (S5^)  per  centiun  of  all  revenues  received  from  any  land  acquired 
uiidor  the  provisions  of  this  section,  or  from  any  improvements  thereon  or 
developments  thereof  mhile  under  the  control  and  management  or  said  Board  of 
NL-tm-cl  Resources,  shall  bo  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  and  the  remaining 
fifteen  (15%)  per  centijun  shall  bo  paid  to  the  County  or  Co^anties  in  v.'hich  such 
recreation  and  demonstration  area  or  areas  are  located. 

Sec.   2.  AMD  BE  IT  FURTIIEH  BiNACTED,  That  this  Act  shall  take  effect  June  1, 
1945. 

Chapter  979.  Signed  May  4-,  1945. 
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